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SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

 SUMMER COURSES IN MADRID 

(May 17- June 1, 2021) 

 

COMILLAS INTERNATIONAL 

SPANISH CULTURE PROGRAM 

Prof. Dr. Cecilia Méndez Cea (Ph.D.) 

 
 

 
1. PROGRAM & SCHEDULE(*): 

 

 

WEEK 1: 

 

- Tuesday, May 18:  

o  11:30-13:00: Course presentation and welcoming. Madrid. Main neighborhoods, 

landmarks, history, architecture, culture and food. Map of Spain (I) geographic 

location, neighboring countries, oceans and seas...  

o 17:00-19:00: free afternoon, first exposure to the city of Madrid, walk around the 

city center: the University street and area 

- Wednesday, May 19:  

o 11:30-13:00: Art workshop: The great museums of Madrid. Overview of the 

Prado Museum and some of its most emblematic works of art. (El Greco, 

Velázquez, Goya…)  

o 14:45-16:45: Guided visit to Prado Museum 

- Thursday, May 20:  

o 11:30-13:00: Map of Spain (II) Autonomous communities, geography, main 

cities, linguistic aspects, cultural, food, traditional events. Famous personalities.   

o 17:00-19:00: Walk around historic Madrid.  

 (scheduled activity) 

- Friday, May 21: Day off. Opportunity to go away on a weekend trip or a join in an 

optional cultural activity (scheduled activity).  

o Visit to El Rastro (Madrid’s famous flea market).  Visit to neighboring cities of 

cultural interest. (Alcalá de Henares, El Escorial, Ávila, Toledo, Segovia, 

Salamanca, etc.)  

 

WEEK TWO: 

 

- Monday, May 24: 

o 11:30-13:00: Spanish cuisine. Eating out. Vocabulary and its practical usage. 

Visiting the local cafeteria, the restaurant or the market. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 
(*) Programing is subject to changes according to specific academic needs.   
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o 15:00-17:00: Cultural and educational activity. Visit to one of Madrid’s  

traditional markets: linguistic and cultural aspects (Vallehermoso Market,  

c/ Vallehermoso, 36; Mercado de la Paz, C/Ayala, 28)  

- Tuesday, May 25:  

o 11:30-13:00: Spain, general features, landscape, political, social and linguistic 

aspects. (I) 

o 15:00-17:00: Cultural and educational activity: recommended reading: 

biographical profiles of Miguel de Cervantes and Federico Garcia Lorca. 

(scheduled activity) 

- Wednesday, May 26: 

o 11:30-12.30: Art workshop: Contemporary Spanish art in the twentieth century 

(Picasso – Guernica and other works of art-, Dalí, Miró)   

o 15:00 – 17:00: Guided visit to the Reina Sofia Museum  

- Thursday, May 27:  

o 11:30-13:00: Spain: general features, landscape, political, social and linguistic 

aspects. (II) 

o 15:00-17:00: Visit to the financial district. (scheduled visit) 

- Friday, May 28: Day off. Opportunity to go away on a weekend trip or a join in an 

optional cultural activity (scheduled activity). 

o Visit to the Retiro Park and its Annual Book Fair. 80 Edition: May 28-June 13 

2021 www.ferialibromadrid.com 

 

 

WEEK THREE:  

 

- Monday, May 31:  

o  11:30-13:00: Spanish festivities: religious, traditional and popular. Madrid’s 

festivities.  

o 17:00-19:00: Creating a survey and interviewing the locals to find out more about 

festivities and traditions in Spain (scheduled activity).  

- Tuesday, June 1:  

o 11:30-13:00: Spanish cinema, genres, most relevant directors, film festivals. 

Vocabulary.  

o 15:00-17.00: Movie workshop. Screening. “Don Quijote de la Mancha” 

Lecture Hall García Polavieja (AA23). (Review of Miguel Cervantes 

biography.) 

- Wednesday, June 2:  

o 11:30-12:30: The Royal Palace.  Historically and nowadays.  Cultural workshop 

on Spanish music and its different genres and interpreters: Documentary: 

“Flamenco, flamenco”, C. Saura 

o 15:00 -17:00: Guided visit to the Royal Palace 

- Thursday, June 3:  

o 11:30-12:30: Cooking workshop. Regional dishes. Tapas, gazpacho, paella, 

Spanish omelet, sangria and many more. 

o 17:00-19:00: Creating a survey and interviewing the locals to find out more about 

food, main dishes, its ingredients and how to cook them. (scheduled activity).    

- Friday, June 4: Day off. Opportunity to go away on a weekend trip or a join in an optional 

cultural activity (scheduled activity). 

o Visiting destinations further away from Madrid. Relevant cities such as 

Barcelona, Granada, Seville, Cordoba, San Sebastian or Bilbao.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ferialibromadrid.com/
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WEEK FOUR:  

 

- Monday, June 7:  

o 11:30-13:00: What else do you know about Spain? Spain and the rest of the 

world. The European Community.  

o 17:00-19:00: Selected texts: linguistic diversity in Spain. Spanish language in the 

rest of the world.  

- Tuesday, June 8:   

o 11:30-13:00: Workshop. Your country and Spain. Comparing and contrasting 

cultural aspects. 

o 15:00-17:00: Contemporary Spanish cinema. Screening: “Volver”. 

Director: Pedro Almodóvar (review of his biography). Lecture Hall García 

Polavieja (AA 23) 

- Wednesday, June 9:  

o 11:30-13:00: What do we know about Spain? Final activity. Closing.  

o 15:00-19:00: Shopping in Madrid (last minute shopping, gifts, souvenirs). 

Shopping districts, traditional products, registered designation of origin, Spanish 

designers and relevant brand names. 

- Thursday, June 10:  

o 10:00-12:00: SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FINAL EXAM  

- Friday, June 11:  

o 11:00-13.00: CLOSING  

 

 

2. OBJECTIVES: 

 

The Spanish Language and Cultural Program main objective is to equip students with a wide 

cultural framework of the Spanish language. Languages have always been closely related to 

their culture: we acquire knowledge of a second/foreign language (L2) and the corresponding 

second culture (C2) at the same time. Therefore, language proficiency and cultural knowledge 

go hand in hand, contributing to the acquisition of Intercultural Communication Competence 

(ICC). Different cultural aspects related to the city of Madrid and Spain will be covered.  

 

 

3. METHODOLOGY: 

 

Method programed in the Spanish cultural sessions:  

 

 

- CLASSROOM LEARNING: 

Students will have to participate actively in classroom activities. Teaching will be done 

mostly orally and students will have a chance to discover and analyze the diverse cultural 

aspects scheduled in the program through team work.  Research and interaction with 

native speakers will be encouraged in order to provide relevant material for each class.  

 

 

- CULTURAL VISITS: 

Mandatory cultural visits will take place during the length of the course. Students will 

visit landmarks and points of interest in Madrid accompanied by their professor.  

Furthermore, optional cultural visits will be offered as well (see schedule). The main 

objective during these visits is to learn more about the Spanish cultural aspects. 
Evaluation will follow.   
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4. EVALUATION CRITERIA: 

 

Within the Spanish cultural sessions the following criteria will be used to evaluate: 

 

- CONTINUS ASSESTMENT: Attendance and active participation will be taken into 

account. The level of interest and the proactive attitude in class will be considered as well.  

(represents 70% of the Spanish Culture portion of the course) 

 

- FINAL EXAM: Includes all content covered during the course. (represents 30% of the 

Spanish Culture portion of the course)  

 

Contact email: cmendez@comillas.edu 

 

 

Tutorials: By appointment. 
 

mailto:cmendez@comillas.edu

