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SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

SUMMER COURSES IN MADRID  

(May 17– June 11, 2021)  

GRAMMAR PROGRAM 

Instructor: Carolina Fernández Royón 

  

COURSE OBJETIVES 

Enable students to use the Spanish language properly in both written and spoken 
communication. 

The methodology includes hands-on and practical classes where students learn and 
practice the different communicative skills. 

In addition to the study of grammatical structures, the vocabulary is broadened and daily 
situations of life in Spain, specifically Madrid, are introduced. 

Classes are taught entirely in Spanish.  

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 - Share past and present experiences easily, with few linguistic errors and with 
an extensive vocabulary. 

 - Plan the near future and future. 

 - Present and defend ideas. 

 - Read and summarize brief texts and news articles. 

 - Give advice, express wishes and feelings. 

 - Write notes and formal letters. 

 - Draft a document in descriptive and narrative style. 
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Video and audio materials will be used to introduce and practice the grammatical points 
being taught. 

Every participant will prepare a 3 to 4-minute Power Point presentation on a topic of 
interest.  This presentation will account for 10 % of the final course grade.  

 

GRAMMAR CONTENT * 

FIRST WEEK (May 18 to May 20) 

  Tuesday 18: 

 Introduction of participants. “ice-breaker” “Gente que se conoce” 

 Talking about interests, motivation and targets during this course. 

 Expressing expectations and plans during the course 

  Wednesday 19: 

 Talk about how we will be in the future 

 Expressing predictions 

 Travelling plans around Spain 

 Expressing conditions and make assumptions about the future 

  Thursday 20: 

Talking about social habits, social codes  

Expressing permission, prohibition and impersonality 

Suggestions and advice for those who want to know more about the home-town 
where participants come from 

 

SECOND WEEK (May 24 to May 27) 

  Monday 24: 

 Talking about one’s past as well as that of others 

 Compare and contrast actions that happened at different times 

 Historical events  
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  Tuesday 25: 

 Talking about personal anecdotes 

 Sequencing actions in time 

 Expressing emotions 

  Wednesday 26: 

 Talking about past experiences: studies and work experiences  

 Job interviews, meetings, professional life 

 Writing a motivation letter /statement purpose 

  Thursday 27: 

 Creating short stories in present tense  

 Summarizing the plot of a book or a movie  

Telling stories and jokes  

Narrative genres Vocabulary related to movies and television  

 

THIRD WEEK (May 31 to June 3) 

  Monday 31: 

Asking for and giving advice, instructions and recipes 

Going to the doctor  

Talking about  health and illness  

  Tuesday 1: 

 Designing and presenting an advertising campaign 

 Expressing recommendations 

 Talking about advertisements 

 Wednesday 2: 

Expressing wishes and desires 

Expressing complaints 

Giving solutions 
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 Thursday 3: 

Expressing feelings and emotions 

Reacting to situations 

Talking about personal relationships 

 

FOURTH WEEK (June 7 to June 10) 

  Monday 7: 

Expressing one’s opinion in favor or against specific situation  

 Evaluating situations subjectively and objectively 

 Talking about town and country life 

  Tuesday 8: 

 Describing things places and people one knows  

 Talking about Personal qualities 

Expressing probability in real and imaginary situations  

 Wednesday 9: 

 Talking on the phone. 

 Taking and leaving phone messages 

 Vocabulary related to telephone conversations 

  Thursday 10: Exam 
 

FRIDAY 11: Closure of course 

* The program is subject to adjustments or modifications which may take place in 
response to organizational or academic needs. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

The course aims to be largely practical and mainly student-centred, in order to encourage 
students to become autonomous learners and play an active role in their own learning 
process.  
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This approach is designed to help them develop the communication skills they will need 
to communicate in Spanish in a university context. In order to practice the language orally 
and carry out the group work that will be assigned throughout the course, class attendance 
is essential.  

Students will develop their oral skills individually, in pairs or in groups by carrying out 
different communicative tasks related to the topics being studied in the course manual as 
well as any supplementary materials that will be handed out during the course. The course 
is taught entirely in Spanish and students will be expected to communicate in Spanish at 
all times.  

 

ASSESMENT CRITERIA 

 Written assignments    30% 

 Final exam     40% 

 Class participation and oral tasks    20%  

 Oral presentation     10% 

Tutorials: By appointment. 

Contact email: cfroyon@comillas.edu 

 

Bibliography 

- J. Corpas, A. Garmendia, C. Soriano - Aula Internacional 3 B1.  Difusión, 2014  

- P. Seijas, B. Tonnelier, S. Troitiño - Cuadernos Gramática Española B1. Difusión 2011 

- R. Alonso, A. Castañeda, P. Martínez, L. Miquel, J. Ortega, J.P. Ruiz Campillo -
Gramática Básica del Estudiante de Español. (Edición Revisada) Difusión. 2011 

Online Resources 

- Complemento manual Aula Internacional 3 - http://www.campus.difusion.com  

- Diccionario de la Real Academia Española - www.rae.es 

- Aula Virtual de Español (Instituto Cervantes) - http://ave.cervantes.es/ 

- Ejercicios de español - www.aprenderespanol.org  

- Revista de didáctica español - lengua extranjera - http://marcoele.com/ 

- Materiales y recursos para la enseñanza del español - http://www.todoele.net  


