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PRESENTATION 
 

National and global social protection systems have undergone profound transformations in 

recent decades. Since the mid-1970s, the Welfare State model, consolidated throughout 

the 20th century to reduce inequalities, has continuously been questioned. The different 

economic crises have accelerated the deterioration of the Welfare State in countries with 

robust protection systems and have limited possible expansions in other countries. Thus, in 

the era of globalization, social risks have increased for a significant part of the population. 

Austerity policies have particularly affected the most vulnerable social groups, including 

migrants. Their fragile position in the labour market and their legal status, largely explain 

the difficulties in accessing health care services, social assistance, unemployment benefits, 

family benefits, social housing, among other forms of social protection. These challenges 

point to a reconfiguration of the state's role as the primary provider of protection. Different 

academics stress the need to shape a "new social contract" that goes "beyond the nation-



  
state"1. In this new scenario, a research agenda has been designed around transnational 

social protection (TSP), whose objective is to understand the interfaces between migration 

and social protection. The TSP arises from the need to develop an analytical framework 

capable of understanding the new forms of production and distribution of risks and 

protections. The aim is to build synergies between studies focused on national welfare 

regimes, global social policies and transnational care. Such convergences are essential to 

overcome the frameworks that limit the welfare to a national scale, that dilute it in a de-

spatialized globalization or describe it in the microcosm of care relationships. 

CONTENT 
In order to contribute to the TSP agenda, this special issue invites the submission of 

articles addressing theoretical, methodological and empirical aspects of the interfaces 

between migration, transnationality and social protection. Submissions from different 

disciplines (sociology, anthropology, demography, geography and law) are encouraged. 

This special issue presents the following guide questions: 

 What are the main contributions from the field of migratory studies to the debate on 

transnational social protection? 

 What are the strategies, methodological designs, and techniques that allow us to 

analyze the transnational dynamics of social protection? 

 In what ways and with what social implications do transnational families develop 

social protection strategies in the fields of education, health and social security? 

These questions are indicative. Proposals on other topics and approaches related to the 

special issue may be accepted. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 Submissions of papers: July 2020. 

The papers, duly anonymized, will be submitted through the Open Journal System 

(OJS) platform. The platform can be accessed on the journal’s web page. 

In the submission through the OJS platform, it must be clearly specified it is a paper 

sent for the special issue on TSP. 

The editorial standards of the Journal are available to the authors on the website. 

Articles will have a maximum length of 9,000 words (in Spanish or English). 
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Only original papers that follow the academic structure and requirements will be 

accepted: abstract, keywords, introduction, theoretical framework, state of the art, 

methodology and objectives; presentation and discussion of the results; conclusions 

and bibliography. Where required, annexes may be added. We suggested not to use 

footnotes, and if necessary, we recommend using the minimum ones. 

Articles that do not strictly fulfill the editorial standards will not be accepted. 

 First review: September 2021. The papers that will be selected during the first phase 

will be sent, anonymously, to at least two external reviewers, experts on the topic. 

 Peer review: October to January, 30, 2021. 

 Expected publication of the special issue: March-April 2022. 

 

The editorial team of the special issue and the editorial board of the journal will ultimately 

decide on the publication of the papers and will notify the authors. 

 


