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(EXTRACT OF PHD REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSIDAD PONTIFICIA COMILLAS, 
approved by the Governing Board in the session held on 28 March 2022) 

 

 

CHAPTER II. PhD THESIS 

 

Article 14. The PhD Thesis 

 

The PhD thesis will consist of an original research work carried out by the PhD student 

in any field of knowledge. The thesis must enable the PhD student to work independently in 

the field of R&D&I. 

 

Article 15. PhD Thesis Drafting 

 

1. The PhD student may choose to write and, where appropriate, defend his/her thesis 

in Spanish and/or in English. 

2. At the request of the PhD student, the General PhD Committee may authorise the 

writing and, where appropriate, defence of the thesis in a language other than 

Spanish and English, if there is justification that this language is customary for 

scientific communication in the field of knowledge in question. This requires a 

favourable report from the academic committee responsible for the PhD programme. 

3. The application to write and, where appropriate, defend the thesis in a language 

other than Spanish and English must be submitted to the General PhD Committee 

prior to the submission of the thesis. 

4. By way of exception and without the need for prior authorisation, PhD theses in the 

fields of translation and interpreting may be written and, where appropriate, 

defended in the language corresponding to the speciality in question. 

5. The title of the thesis must appear in the original language in which it was written 

and in Spanish, on the cover and on the title page. 

6. In the event that the language of writing is other than Spanish, the thesis must 

contain a summary in Spanish. This abstract must be at least 2,000 words in length 

and must be bound as part of the thesis. 

 

Article 16. Format 

 

The preparation of the PhD thesis must be verified in accordance with the formal 

requirements determined in Annex (III), in order to establish rules that guarantee uniformity 

of presentation, cover pages, electronic formats of the thesis, access permissions to its 

content and others that are considered relevant. 

 

Article 17. The Thesis as a Compendium of Publications 

 

1. PhD students may choose to present their thesis as a compendium of publications if, 

in the period between the approval of their research plan in accordance with article 

11.6 of Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January and the presentation of their thesis, 
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and with the express authorisation of their thesis supervisor or co-supervisors, they 

have received a favourable report from the academic committee of the PhD 

programme, which will decide on a case-by-case basis in view of the research merits 

of each PhD student. Papers may be previously published or in the process of 

publication. In any case, these publications must have scientific value in their own 

right and, at the same time, they must form a scientific unit. 

The PhD student must be the main author of each paper. 

2. Prior to the presentation of the thesis and accompanied by a favourable and 

reasoned report from the thesis supervisor or co-supervisors, the PhD student must 

apply to the academic committee of the PhD programme for authorisation to present 

the PhD thesis as a compendium of publications. 

3. In order to obtain authorisation from the academic committee of the PhD programme, 

the PhD student must provide the following documentation: 

a) Copy of published or contributed works. 

b) Report by the thesis supervisor, justifying the presentation of the compendium 

of publications as a PhD thesis. 

c) Responsible declaration by the PhD student confirming that he/she is the main 

author of all the papers, and specifying his/her contribution to each article. The 

declaration must be endorsed by the thesis supervisor and by the other authors 

of the corresponding work. 

4. The provisions of Article 15 regarding the wording of theses and the language of the 

thesis shall apply to theses formulated in the form of a compendium of publications. 

5. Theses submitted in the form of a compendium of publications must necessarily 

contain the following additional sections: 

a) A general introduction, presenting the work and justifying the scientific unity of 

the thesis. 

b) An overall summary of the research objectives and final conclusions, unifying the 

partial results presented in each of the papers. 

c) A complete copy of the work (articles, book chapters, book chapters, etc.). The 

full reference of the work, the personal details of all authors and, where 

appropriate, the journal or medium in which the work has been published must 

be included. The PhD student must specify what contribution he/she has made 

to the work included. 

6. Each PhD programme may establish in the verification report the additional criteria 

it considers appropriate for the admission of PhD theses in the modality of 

compendium of publications. 

7. In any case, the submission of the thesis by compendium of publications must follow 

the procedure established in Article 18.  

 

Article 18. Submission and Filing of the PhD Thesis 

 

1. Once the PhD thesis has been completed, the PhD student will request authorisation 

to deposit it in writing addressed to the academic committee of the PhD programme, 

which must be accompanied by the thesis: 

a) Favourable supervisor’s report, and, if appropriate, favourable co-supervisor’s 

report. If none of them has academic links with Universidad Pontificia de Comillas, 

a favourable report will also be required from the tutor. 

b) A copy of the PhD thesis. 

c) The resolution of the academic committee of the programme approving the 

Application for approval of the data processing and ethical aspects of the PhD 

thesis. 

2. Once authorisation has been requested, the academic committee of the PhD 

programme will request a report on the PhD thesis from a minimum of two doctors 

who are experts in the subject from outside the programme and, having received 

the reports, will proceed to summon the PhD student to present the thesis before it. 
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The academic committee may call upon other experts whose opinion it considers 

appropriate to hear. The academic committee will also obtain a report on the 

originality of the thesis, which will be included in the PhD student's transcript. 

3. The experts' reports must decide in one of the following four ways: favourable to 

the defence, unfavourable, favourable with significant modification requiring further 

review, or favourable with some minor modification, without requiring further review. 

In the event that an expert's report is favourable with significant modifications, the 

PhD student will have a maximum period of six months to complete or modify the 

sections or contents of the thesis, in the terms indicated by the experts. In the case 

of a favourable decision with minor modifications, the PhD student will have a 

maximum period of one month to introduce the minor changes indicated by the 

experts. In the event that the report of only one of the experts is unfavourable, the 

report of the other expert being favourable with or without minor modification, the 

academic committee of the PhD programme may decide to request a new report 

from a third expert. If this report is again unfavourable, it will be considered that 

the expert assessment of the PhD thesis has not been passed positively. 

4. Once the student's complete dossier has been evaluated, including the activities 

document, the academic committee of the PhD programme will authorise, where 

appropriate, the deposit of the thesis, issuing a decision within a maximum period 

of one month. In the event that authorisation is refused, the PhD student may appeal 

to the Rector, who will decide on the basis of a report from the General PhD 

Committee. 

5. Once authorisation has been obtained, the academic committee shall make a 

proposal for experts in the field who may form part of the panel responsible for 

judging the thesis in accordance with Article 19. This proposal must be accompanied 

by a reasoned report on the suitability of the proposed experts, indicating the 

proposed chairperson and secretary of the thesis examining board. 

6. Once the deposit of the PhD thesis has been authorised, the academic committee of 

the PhD programme will send the following documentation to the secretary's office 

of the School for PhD Studies: 

a) The PhD student's activities document, with the training activities carried out by 

the student. 

b) A copy of the PhD thesis. 

c) The resolution of the academic committee of the programme approving the 

Application for approval of the data processing and ethical aspects of the PhD 

thesis. 

d) The authorisation by the Academic Committee of the PhD programme. 

7. Once the dossier has been received, the secretary's office of the PhD School will: 

a) Check the formal validity of the file. 

b) Communicate the presentation of the thesis to all the doctors of the University. 

c) Order that the copy of the thesis be deposited at the Academic Management and 

Qualifications Service for a period of fifteen school days, so that it may be 

examined by any doctor.  

8. Once the public exhibition period has elapsed, the academic committee of the 

programme will decide on the authorisation of the defence of the thesis. In the event 

that authorisation is refused, the PhD student may appeal to the Rector, who will 

decide on the basis of a report from the General PhD Committee. 

9. Once the defence of the thesis has been authorised, no more than three months 

may elapse before the defence of the PhD thesis, unless, for serious and duly 

justified reasons, the Vice-Rector responsible for PhD studies authorises otherwise. 
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Article 19. The PhD Thesis Examining Board 

 

Once the defence of the PhD thesis has been authorised, the examining board to assess 

it shall be proposed by the academic committee of the programme in accordance with the 

provisions of this article. 

The following should be taken into account when appointing the selection board: 

a) It shall be composed of five full members: a Chairperson, a Secretary and three 

members, as well as two alternates. Exceptionally, the Rector may authorise the 

composition of a board of three full members. 

b) The majority of the members of the selection board must be external to the 

University. 

c) All members must have a doctorate degree and accredited research experience. 

Professors or researchers who have obtained the recognition of at least one six-year 

research period or equivalent, or who have sufficient projects and/or publications in 

the field, shall be understood to have this status. Retired doctors may sit on the 

selection board, provided that they can provide evidence of recent research in the 

field. 

d) The Supervisor or Co-Supervisor of the thesis may not form part of the examining 

board, except in cases of international co-directorships where this is required by the 

regulations of the corresponding country, and provided that this is established in the 

co-directorship agreement. 

e) The Chairperson of the selection board shall be the member with the highest 

academic standing, or the one most distinguished in terms of research. 

f) The Secretary of the examining board will always be one of the professors of 

Universidad Pontificia de Comillas. 

 

Article 20. Defence and Evaluation of the PhD Thesis 

 

1. The PhD thesis is assessed at the defence. 

2. The defence of the thesis must take place on a working day or days in accordance 

with the University's academic calendar and will be convened by the chair of the 

examining board and communicated by its secretary to the other members, the PhD 

student and the PhD School at least ten days in advance of the event. 

3. Once the examining board has been constituted, the defence and evaluation must 

take place in a public session and consist of a presentation by the PhD student of 

the work carried out, the methodology, the content and the conclusions, with special 

mention of their original contributions. 

4. The PhD student's training activities document cannot give rise to a quantitative 

score, but it can constitute a qualitative evaluation instrument that complements the 

evaluation of the PhD thesis. 

5. The members of the examining board may ask as many questions as they consider 

appropriate, to which the candidate must reply. Likewise, the doctors present at the 

public ceremony may ask questions at the time and in the manner indicated by the 

chairperson of the selection board. 

6. The examining board will issue a report and the overall grade awarded to the thesis 

according to the following scale: “Fail", "Pass", "Merit" and "Outstanding". 

7. The examining board may award the mention of "cum laude" if the overall grade is 

outstanding and a unanimous positive secret ballot is cast in that sense. The vote 

cast by each member of the examining board will be kept by the secretary of the 

examining board, who will send it to the PhD School so that it can be counted in a 

session other than the one corresponding to the defence of the PhD thesis.  

8. The result of the evaluation must be recorded in minutes that must be sent to the 

Vice-Rector responsible for PhD studies, stating the result of the vote and 
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accompanied by the votes cast. This report will be sent immediately to the Academic 

Management and Qualifications Service for inclusion in the student's file. 

 


