
 

Pág. 1 de 2 

 

 

 

 

(EXTRACT OF PHD REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSIDAD PONTIFICIA COMILLAS, 
approved by the Governing Board in the session held on 28 March 2022) 

 

 

Article 8. Tutor of the PhD Thesis 

 

1. At the time of admission, the academic committee of the respective programme will 

assign a tutor to the PhD student. The appointment of a tutor may be modified at 

any time by the academic committee, after hearing the PhD student and, where 

appropriate, the tutor, provided that there are justified reasons. 

2. The tutor is responsible for ensuring that the student's training and research activity 

is in line with the principles of the programmes and the PhD School. 

3. The tutor must hold a PhD and have accredited research experience and be a 

member of the faculty of the PhD programme. The tutor is responsible for ensuring 

the interaction of the PhD student with the corresponding academic committee. To 

this end, it is assigned the following functions: 

a) To regularly review, together with the thesis supervisor, the PhD student's 

personalised activities document. 

b) To approve, together with the thesis supervisor and before the end of the first 

year, the research plan drawn up by the PhD student. 

c) To sign the documentary commitment together with the University, the PhD 

student and the supervisor. 

d) To issue and submit annually to the academic committee the report provided for 

in article 11.7 of Royal Decree 99/2011. 

4. The University may sign a co-supervision agreement with another foreign University, 

which determines the supervision of the thesis by two or more PhDs, the activities to 

be carried out by the PhD student and the terms of the stay of the PhD student in the 

foreign institution for a minimum period of 6 months. The international co-supervision 

of the thesis will be stated in the PhD degree, in accordance with the provisions of art. 

11.6 of RD 1002/2010 of 5 August, on the issuing of official university degrees. 

 

Article 9. Supervisor of the PhD Thesis 

 

1. At the time of admission, the academic committee of the respective programme shall 

assign the PhD student a PhD thesis supervisor who shall also assume the duties of 

tutor, unless a supervisor from a different programme is appointed, in which case a 

tutor shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of the previous article. 

The appointment of the PhD thesis supervisor may be modified by the academic 

committee at any time during the student's PhD studies, provided that there are 

justified reasons. 

In the event that a thesis supervisor is not assigned at the time of admission, the 

academic committee must appoint a thesis supervisor within a maximum of three 

months after enrolment. 
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2. Any PhD holder, Spanish or foreign, with accredited research experience, regardless 

of the university, centre or institution in which he/she works, may be the Supervisor 

or Co-Supervisor of a thesis.  

3. The thesis supervisor is responsible for the overall management of the student's 

research work, the coherence and suitability of the training activities, the impact and 

novelty of the subject of the PhD thesis in his/her field and the guidance in the 

planning and its adaptation, where appropriate, to that of other projects and 

activities in which the student is involved. To this end, it is responsible for at least 

the following functions: 

a) To regularly review, together with the tutor, the PhD student's personalised 

activity document. 

b) To approve, together with the tutor and before the end of the first year, the 

research plan drawn up by the PhD student. 

c) To sign the documentary commitment together with the University, the PhD 

student and the tutor. 

d) To issue and submit annually to the academic committee the report provided for 

in article 11.7 of Royal Decree 99/2011. 

e) If applicable, to endorse the stay and activities required for the inclusion, if 

applicable, of the “International PhD Mention”, in accordance with the provisions 

of article 15.1.a) of Royal Decree 99/2011. 

4. With the prior authorisation of the academic committee, the thesis may be co-

supervised by other PhDs when there are academic reasons that justify it, such as 

thematic interdisciplinarity or programmes developed in national or international 

collaboration. Authorisation may be requested at any time during the development 

of the thesis, and may be revoked at a later date if, in the opinion of the academic 

committee, the co-supervision does not benefit the development of the thesis.  

 


