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Borders have become commonplace in today’s world. They have become 
cultural intersections and a place to manage diversity, but are also places 
where rejection, abandonment, and societal limitations are quite present.

Periodically, there are circulating news reports on tragic events at 
the borders where those die or disappear during their pursuit of a better life, 
fleeing violence, persecution, and extortion, among other situations. These 
circumstances reveal a sense of vulnerability when refugees flee their coun-
tries of origin, attempting to find security and fundamental human rights 
in a foreign country. In a general sense, trafficking at the borders is regu-
lated by rules enshrined in the Declaration of Human Rights internation-
ally, regionally, and nationally. At the same time, there is a constant sense of 
insecurity when standards are not often met, and guarantees are not given.

This publication has detected that studies and statistics are absent 
from what happens at borders in a global context. This lack of informa-
tion is due to the territories where migration occurs and the difficulty that 
nation-states encounter while monitoring the flow of migrants. Thus, this 
rise in mobility demonstrates that there must be agreements between coun-
ties for better migration management. There is a lack of research and the 
pressing need to investigate what is happening. Our mission and driving 
force behind this proposal are to present a global vision of borders from its 
most vulnerable human beings, migrants.

Two publications that may serve as the basis for migration flow re-
search have been funded by the Secretariat of the Social Justice and Ecology 
in Rome, with the support of other partners and groups from the RJM (Je-
suit Migration Network), the SJMs (Jesuit Migration Services) at the Ibero-
American space, and the Ibero-American Observatory on Human Mobility, 
Migration and Development (OBIMID). The first one is a study published 
in 2016 titled Migration at Borders in Latin America on five borders and 
another in 2017: The migratory movements at the borders in Latin America, 
published in paper copy and digital format, covers over eight borders in 
twenty-one Latin American countries. The publication argues that at sev-
eral borders in Latin America, migrants not only put their human rights at 
risk but also affects the reception system policies of the receiving countries. 
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However, there seem to be territories where the local government fails to 
protect and defend the rights of its people.

This book has been written from a pluralistic point of view. Fur-
thermore, it includes additions from various agencies that have expertise 
in the field. The JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service) reports all border cases, from 
those that they handle in their office, to those detected out in the field. Their 
Strategic Leadership Team (SLT), along with GIAN Migration, makes it pos-
sible for the necessary fieldwork to be carried out.

This idea of constant human movement, not necessarily migrants 
but refugees that cross territorial fringes, often crossborders to migrate to 
another country for business and then return—known as circular migra-
tion. At the same time, certain parts of this migratory flow that cross into 
another country are labelled as migrants in transit. These movements are 
particularly worrisome due to the vulnerability of women and children 
and the danger of them falling prey to human trafficking, i.e., sex, labour, 
and organ trafficking. In order to discuss these migratory movements, we 
must report what is happening, provide detailed information on events, and 
foster awareness in order to influence public policy.

Our first chapter is on Borders and Migration, Theoretical approach 
and general context of borders in the global world, written by Joaquín 
Eguren. In this chapter, he incorporates a refugee and migrant perspective. 

Alejandro Olayo, S. J., comments and analyses the México-US border. 
This is a very particular border situation, and therefore, the work that has 
been done is significant. It is also essential to put forth the border situations 
in Mexico-Guatemala, as well as to comment on the Central American 
caravans on their way to the US.

The following American border includes an analysis of the Chile-Peru 
border Migration Flow written by Miguel Yaksic. This chapter explores 
the various aspects that characterise and define the border that Chile and 
Peru share. This territory has become increasingly complex in migratory 
terms, especially since Chile has become one of the most critical migra-
tory destinations in South America.

Xavier Jeyaraj, S. J., analyses the Internal Migratory Flows and the 
Challenges on the Indian Continent. This chapter looks at the status and 
patterns of internal migration in India and how it has affected marginalised 
communities, tribes, women, and children. The chapter will focus more on 
the inter-state ‘distress migrants’ and not on ‘development migrants’ who 
move out of the state for economic progress.
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Alberto Ares, S. J.; Josep Buades, S. J.; Maria del Carmen de la Fuente 
and Cristina Manzanedo analyse the Western European Border, the Spanish-
Moroccan Border. The points of reference are the socio-demographic char-
acteristics of western Mediterranean route flows.

José Ignacio García, S. J., and Cinzia Fenu analyse Europe’s East-
ern border. In this chapter, they describe the specific migratory flows and 
refugees and migrant situations in the transit countries on this border. 
Although it is an access point to enter the EU, its role has always appeared 
mitigated in the more general context of migration in Europe.

Avelino Chico, S. J., analyses the border between Angola and Congo. 
This chapter discusses the effects of the border between Angola and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on international migration.

In the chapter on the Colombian-Venezuelan border, Mauricio 
García, S. J., and Daniel Cuevas tell us about the border between Colombia 
and Venezuela, the most active in both countries and one of the most dy-
namic in all Latin America and the Caribbean.

Stan Fernandes, S. J., Bernard D’Sami, and Loui Albert, S.J., in their 
chapter titled Refugees in South Asia: Issues and Concerns (Conditions of 
refugees and stateless people in South Asia), describe how there are refugees 
who have lived from more than six to three decades in host countries such 
as Tibetans in India and Nepal, Sri Lankan Tamils in India; Afghans in 
India, Iran, and Pakistan; Biharis in Bangladesh, Rohingyas in Bangladesh 
and India, and Chinese in India and Malaysia. Statelessness is another re-
ality of South Asia.

Australia’s border is one of the borders that is most defined by the 
country’s history itself. In this chapter, Carolina Gottardo and Nishadh 
Rego explain how the contradictory roles that migration plays in the na-
tional collective psyche emanate from Australia’s settler-colonial origins, 
and go further by analysing migrant arrival and settlement.

Finally, we highlight the cross-sectional and comparative aspect of 
our research and address the emerging similarities and differences. This 
will serve as our general conclusions and recommendations that may be 
useful for researchers, scholars, policymakers, politicians, students, and the 
public administration. Our humble purpose is for this study to help prevent 
crime, protect refugees, forced migrants, and influence the development of 
public policies that facilitate a more human reception mechanism than we 
currently have.
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