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I am pleased to introduce this critical study on world borders. Human mi-
gration and our mixed societies “invite us to open roads on which to walk 
together, in the richness of diversity.”# 

$ere is an important debate amongst the public about the trag-
edy of forced migrants and refugees. We are bearing witness to a historic 
crossroad where migratory %ows and humanitarian emergencies are raising 
questions about our way of life. How we understand international relations, 
how we manage diversity in our societies, and how we respond to the trau-
matic situation of the families that knock on our doors and cross borders 
has become a priority.

Nowadays, according to the data provided by the &'()*, there are 
about +," million internal migrants worldwide and !+-., million interna-
tional migrants equivalent to the ./h most populous country in the world. 
Over +0.1 million people are forced to leave their homes due to armed con-
%icts, generalised violence, or natural disasters. Out of these migrants, al-
most !, million are refugees, 2-." million are internally displaced, and ".3 
million are asylum applicants. Sadly, the Mediterranean Sea has become 
the largest cemetery in the world where more than -+,1!- people have lost 
their lives in the last .ve years.

$e Society of Jesus has committed actively to promoting justice for 
migrants and refugees. Fr. Pedro Arrupe founded the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice in -410, and for the last 20 years, the Jesuits feel that the migrant and 
refugee mission has always been “a grace and a responsibility for us all.”5

$e "3th General Congregation (6) "3) in !001 rea7rmed that pro-
viding services to migrants, refugees, the internally displaced, and victims 
of tra7cking, is an apostolic preference of the Society.8 Eight years later, 
the 6) ", called upon the Society to respond to the call of Christ who has 
summoned us anew to serve the poor and the excluded: 

Among these various forms of su9ering that have appeared with con-
sistency from many of our Provinces and Regions is the displacement 
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of peoples (refugees, migrants, and internally displaced peoples): In the 
face of attitudes hostile to these displaced persons, our faith invites the 
Society to promote everywhere a more generous culture of hospitality.:

$is love of the Society for the impoverished is expressed in deeds 
more than words. $is has been recently con.rmed by the process of dis-
cernment that led to the promulgation of the Universal Apostolic Preferences, 
among which is our commitment “to care for migrants, displaced persons, 
refugees, and victims of wars and human tra7cking.”; As a mission of the 
Church through the Holy Father, $e Society has accepted to “continue to 
help create conditions of hospitality, to accompany all these people in their 
process of integration into society, and to promote the defence of their rights.”< 

In these challenging times, the Society of Jesus has been freshly in-
spired in its mission to accompany, serve, and advocate for migrants and 
refugees by the prophetic leadership of Pope Francis, who has called on the 
international community to have a shared response to refugees and migrants 
articulated in four verbs: to welcome, to protect, to promote, and to integrate. 
Pope Francis has insisted that what is needed is a fundamental conversion, a 
change in attitude, “to overcome indi9erence and to counter fears.”=

While >*? has been the focal point of the Society’s coordinated re-
sponse to refugees, the Society of Jesus has developed an extensive network 
of specialised institutions working with migrant and displaced people. In ad-
dition, there are other institutions committed to the cause within the wider 
Jesuit family. Parishes, retreat centres, schools, social centres, and universities 
have been places of welcome, social action, and research for advocacy o/en 
in partnership with the >*? and the Migration Network. Many Jesuit com-
munities have also welcomed individual migrants, refugees, and families. 

Serving migrants, refugees and displaced people o9er the apostolic 
body of the Society a profound and privileged opportunity to accompa-
ny the su9ering of humanity. Walking with the dispossessed as we search 
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together for a future through reconciliation and rendering a service that not 
only brings healing to the present but also creates resources and opportuni-
ties for human and spiritual formation towards a better future.

Migrants are present in every region of the world. $e call to ac-
company and serve them is a responsibility given to the entire body of the 
Society, and it must resonate everywhere we are present. Case studies of 
critical situations at borders and di9erent migratory %ows in several parts 
of the world is the focus of this book. It o9ers an insightful instrument for 
analysing the challenges that many Jesuit institutions face in their e9orts to 
help and support displaced people, displaced people, and refugees. 

$is service to refugees and migrants requires a discernment that 
strives to be guided by the Spirit and apostolic planning that makes e9ec-
tive use of human and all other available resources. It obliges us to deepen 
our vocation as collaborators in a mission that is only possible if our many 
e9orts are combined. It also demands that we improve our ability to work 
through networks that make better use of our resources, rendering us more 
e9ective in making the situation of refugees visible, and in promoting ac-
tions to improve their integration in host countries.@

Only if we work together will the world be able to address the causes 
of forced displacement at their roots and end a phenomenon that produc-
es so much su9ering for so many people of all ages and socio-economic 
backgrounds. $is book is a signi.cant attempt to embody this aspiration 
for us to walk together to help migrants and refugees, as the 6) ", has 
called on us to do.A Institutions that the Society of Jesus has endowed the 
work with migrants, refugees and displaced persons have developed a joint 
work, participating the following organisations: the Secretariat for Social 
Justice and Ecology in the General Curia in Rome, the Jesuit Refugee Ser-
vice, the Migration Network (Jesuit Migrant Services and Jesuit Network 
with Migrants), the 6BC' Migration, and the University Institute of Stud-
ies on Migration at Comillas Ponti.cal University, which coordinated and 
funded this publication. 
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Superior General of the Society of Jesus
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