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DOCTORAL STUDIES GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

1. What does a Doctorate consist of and what is their purpose? 

 

Doctoral studies constitute the third circle of official university studies.  

Through any of the different Doctorate programs offered by Comillas Pontifical University (each of 

them encompassing a series of research activities), the doctoral student acquires the necessary skills 

and competences to conduct high quality scientific research work and to obtain the Doctorate degree. 

During his or her studies, the doctoral student must carry out a research, ideally performed under the 

wing of an investigation group, which will conclude with the presentation and defence of the doctoral 

thesis. 

Nevertheless, in parallel with this research, there are a series of Training Activities the doctoral student 

have to carry out while he or she is studying one of the Doctorate programs. These activities provide 

the student with the required tools to finish his or her doctoral research successfully. 

In addition to the aforementioned activities, the doctoral student must write an original research work 

about a certain line of investigation. This work will be performed under the supervision and advice of 

one or several thesis supervisors that will support the originality and validation of the academic 

research level in the selected line of investigation. 

This research must be performed, in any case, according to the scientific integrity principles included 

in the National Declaration of Scientific Integrity, endorsed by Comillas Pontifical University. Apart 

from that, the University considers that the best way of carrying out the research is as a part of an 

investigation group as those recognized by the University. 

As a result of completing the doctoral studies and the presentation of the doctoral thesis, the 

researcher obtains the official Doctorate degree from Comillas Pontifical University, in which the 

program is indicated. 

 

2. What do I obtain with a Doctorate degree? 

 

The researcher carrying out the doctoral thesis is motivated by the transfer of his or her knowledge to 

the society in general, to his or her professional activity in particular, and, at the same time, has the 

possibility to develop a research in his/her interest area.  

http://www.comillas.edu/Documentos/Declaracion_Nacional_Integridad_Cientifica.pdf
http://www.comillas.edu/es/investigacion/investigacion-en-comillas/grupos-de-investigacion
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Especially, the doctoral student carries out these studies to obtain qualifications in the research area, 

in other words, skills in investigation that may be used for two different purposes: 

- Academic career, in which case, the doctoral studies are a essential requirement. 

- Professional career, for which the Doctorate degree provides additional competencies. In the 

case of public institutions, the Doctorate degree can award points when opting for civil 

service. 

 

 

3. Which Doctorate programs does the University offer? 
 

Comillas Pontifical University, in accordance with the Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January, offers 

different Doctorate programs related with its research areas: 

Business and Economics Area (Faculty of Economics and Business Administration) 

Doctorate Program in Business and Territorial Competitiveness, Innovation and 

Sustainability ( in Spanish CETIS) 

 

In cooperation with Deusto University and Ramón Llull University. 

Recommended professional profile: 

- Researchers and teachers in higher education institutions. 

- Experts, advisors and consultants in private service companies, as well as high level 

professionals in any organizational area.  

- Leaders, department managers and main researchers in public or private organizations where 

research and development activities are performed. 

For more information on the program: 

http://www.comillas.edu/en/doctorado/programa-de-doctorado-en-competitividad-empresarial-y-

territorial-innovacion-y-sostenibilidad-en. 

Doctorate Program in Economic and Business Law 

In cooperation with Deusto University and Ramón Llull University. 

Recommended professional profile: 

- Graduated in Legal or Social Science with a EHEA (European Higher Education Area) Official 

Master Degree with a curriculum oriented towards Economic or Business Law. 

http://www.comillas.edu/en/doctorado/programa-de-doctorado-en-competitividad-empresarial-y-territorial-innovacion-y-sostenibilidad-en
http://www.comillas.edu/en/doctorado/programa-de-doctorado-en-competitividad-empresarial-y-territorial-innovacion-y-sostenibilidad-en
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- Those holding a non-homologated foreign degree, equivalent to an official Spanish University 

Master Degree which enables access to doctoral studies in the issuing country. 

For more information on the program: 

http://www.icade.comillas.edu/es/postgraduado/juridica/programa-de-Doctorado-en-derecho-

economico-y-de-la-empresa . 

Engineering Area (ICAI School of Engineering) 

Official Doctorate Program in Electric Power (in Spanish DEE) 

 

Recommended professional profile: 

- The Doctorate Program in Electric Power is addressed to those university graduates with a 

university Master or equivalent, who want to research in the electric power systems area. The 

main research areas are the following: 

· Modelling, analysis and control of electric power systems 

· Intelligent and sustainable electricity grids 

· Energy regulation and economy 

· Decision support systems in the energy sector 

For more information on the program: http://www.icai.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/dee. 

Official Doctorate Program in Engineering System Modelling (in Spanish DMSI) 

 

Recommended professional profile: 

- Graduates with a university Master or equivalent, with knowledge about research methods 

for engineering systems which are specific in one of the following areas: 

 Energy and environment  

 Information and communication technologies 

 Railway systems 

  Electronic and automation systems 

  Materials, manufacturing and computational mechanics 

  Industrial systems 

For more information on the program: http://www.icai.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/dmsi. 

Humanities Area (Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences) 

Doctorate Program in Philosophy: Humanism and Transcendence 

 

http://www.icade.comillas.edu/es/postgraduado/juridica/programa-de-Doctorado-en-derecho-economico-y-de-la-empresa
http://www.icade.comillas.edu/es/postgraduado/juridica/programa-de-Doctorado-en-derecho-economico-y-de-la-empresa
http://www.icai.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/dee
http://www.icai.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/dmsi
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In cooperation with Ramón Llull University in Barcelona. 

Recommended professional profile: 

- People interested in the research and acquisition of advanced skills in matters and problems 

related to the human nature, sacred and holy concepts, and in general, the transcendence. 

- People interested in perform a doctorate in the following research lines: 

 Philosophical foundations on the idea of solidarity. 

 About the principles: paradigms, figures and symbols of thought 

 Christian humanism 

 Aesthetic concepts and worldviews 

For more information on the program: http://www.chs.comillas.edu/es/postgrado/social/programa-

de-Doctorado-en-filosofía-humanismo-y-trascendencia. 

Doctorate program in Individual, Family and Society: a multidisciplinary vision 

 

Research lines: 

- Social problems, intervention and social policy 

- Educational innovation, teaching – learning process: history, present and prospective 

- Clinical and health psychology 

- Family, protection and development 

- Interliguistic and intercultural analysis 

 

Recommended professional profile: 

o People interested in researching with a higher education university degree on any 

field. 

o According to his/her field (for example, an engineer), the student should perform a 

series of Complementary Training recommended by the Academic Committee and 

his/her supervisor (or supervisors) in order to complete the required training that will 

lead him/her, together with the writing of the doctoral thesis, to achieve the doctoral 

degree. 

For more information on the program: 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-individuo-familia-y-sociedad-una-

vision-multidisciplinar. 

http://www.chs.comillas.edu/es/postgrado/social/programa-de-Doctorado-en-filosofía-humanismo-y-trascendencia
http://www.chs.comillas.edu/es/postgrado/social/programa-de-Doctorado-en-filosofía-humanismo-y-trascendencia
http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-individuo-familia-y-sociedad-una-vision-multidisciplinar
http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-individuo-familia-y-sociedad-una-vision-multidisciplinar
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Official Doctorate program in International Migration and Development Cooperation 

 

Research lines: 

- Trajectories, processes and integration environments. 

- Public policies and integration design. 

- Identity. 

- Second generations. 

- International, European and Spanish Law of immigration, asylum and refuge. 

- Migrations, development and development cooperation. 

Recommended professional profile: 

o For those who want to become researchers and acquire the necessary training to write a 

doctoral thesis on the migration and development cooperation area, so they can be involved 

in Research & Development & innovation academic tasks in the public or private sector. 

o People interested in researching with a higher education university degree on any field. 

o According to his/her field (for example, an engineer), the student should perform a series of 

Complementary Training recommended by the Academic Committee and his/her supervisor 

(or supervisors) in order to complete the required training that will lead him/her, together 

with the writing of the doctoral thesis, to achieve the doctoral degree. 

For more information on the program: 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-oficial-de-Doctorado-en-migraciones-

internacionales-y-cooperacion-al-desarrollo. 

Doctorate program in Sacred Theology 

 

Research lines: 

- Research group in Theology and Society 

- Research group in Systematic Theology 

- Research group in Holy Scripture 

- Research group in history of the Church and Spirituality. 

Recommended professional profile: 

- Degree in Sacred Theology, taught by the faculties canonically erected by the competent 

ecclesiastical authority. 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-oficial-de-Doctorado-en-migraciones-internacionales-y-cooperacion-al-desarrollo
http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-oficial-de-Doctorado-en-migraciones-internacionales-y-cooperacion-al-desarrollo
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- University graduates in the same fields, at universities that are not erected by the Catholic 

Church authority, in accordance with the resolution of the Steering Committee of the 

Doctorate International School (RED 3 g), following a mandatory and binding positive report 

issued by the Academic Commission of the program. 

For more information on the program:  

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-teologia. 

Doctorate program in Canon Law 

 

Research lines: 

- Canon Law general area 

- Canonical and Ecclesiastical Law of the State general area 

Recommended professional profile: 

- Degree in Sacred Theology, taught by the faculties canonically erected by the competent 

ecclesiastical authority 

- University graduates in the same fields, in universities that are not erected by the Catholic 

Church authority, in accordance with the resolution of the Steering Committee of the 

Doctorate International School (RED 3 g), following a mandatory and binding positive report 

issued by the Academic Commission of the program. 

For more information on the program: 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-derecho-canonico. 

 

4. What program best fits with my professional profile? 
 

In general, every student get into a Doctorate program depending on the research area that he or she 

is interested in (for more information about the Doctorate programs see above). Nevertheless, and 

with the supervision of the International Doctoral School, the student will be able to choose the 

program that best fits his or her needs and the thesis subject. 

It is important to note that the student does not necessarily have to research or become specialized 

in the same discipline that he or she has studied before. 

 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-teologia
http://www.comillas.edu/es/Doctorado/programa-de-Doctorado-en-derecho-canonico
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5. Where is the Doctorate headquarters? 

 

Doctorate program in Business and Territorial Competitiveness, Innovation and Sustainability (in 

Spanish CETIS): Alberto Aguilera 23, School of Business and Economics (in Spanish ICADE). 

Doctorate program in Economic and Business Law: Alberto Aguilera 23, School of Business and 

Economics (in Spanish ICADE). 

Official Doctorate program in Electric Power (in Spanish DEE): Alberto Aguilera 25, Higher Technical 

School of Engineering (in Spanish ICAI). 

Official Doctorate program in System Engineering Modeling (in Spanish DMSI): Alberto Aguilera 25, 

Higher Technical School of Engineering (in Spanish ICAI). 

Doctorate program in Philosophy: Humanism and Transcendence: Cantoblanco, School of Humanities 

and Social Sciences. 

Doctorate program in Individual, Family and Society: a multidisciplinary vision: Cantoblanco, School 

of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Official Doctorate program in International Migration and Development Cooperation: Alberto 

Aguilera 23 (in Spanish ICADE), University Institute for Migration Studies. 

Doctorate program in Sacred Theology: Cantoblanco, Theology School. 

Doctorate program in Canon Law: Cantoblanco, Canon Law School. 

Even if every program has its own headquarters, some Training Activities may be taught on a different 

campus. 

 

6. What is the International Doctoral School? 
 

Founded in June 2012, the Comillas International Doctoral School is responsible for organizing and 

managing the Comillas Doctoral Studies regulated by Royal Decree 99/2011. 

The School’s main goal is to coordinate the different Doctoral Programs, their procedures, and training 

and monitoring activities. This coordination will bring synergies in the use of resources and a stronger 

interdisciplinary training of our doctoral students, a characteristic and essential aspect of Doctoral 

Studies in Comillas.  



13 
 

To this end, the School organizes joint training activities and seminars where all students are exposed 

to research topics of disciplines different from theirs, thus contributing to stimulate an 

interdisciplinary approach and the adaptation of Doctoral Programs to the demands of society, and 

allowing the University and its research networks to mobilize their potential. 

Similarly, the School constitutes the only reference for the University when it comes to Doctoral 

Studies, which will facilitate its integration into inter-university networks, such as the Aristos Campus 

Mundus program, the cooperation agreements with national and international research 

organizations, the attraction of international talents to its Doctoral Programs, as well as student 

funding. 

 

7. What is the current legal framework for Doctoral studies? 

 

Nowadays, the Doctoral studies in Spain are governed by Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January, 

regulating Official Doctorate programs.   

 

8. As a doctoral student at Comillas Pontifical University, what services can I 

use? 

 

You can use the same services as the rest of the students at Comillas Pontifical University. 

 

9. What should I do if I want to write my thesis in other language? 

 

In accordance with the article 15 of the Comillas Pontifical University regulation in the matter of 

Doctoral studies: 

1. The doctoral student may write and, if so, defend his or her thesis in Spanish or English (in this 

second case the student needs the approval of his/her Thesis supervisor).  

2. At the request of the doctoral student, the General Doctorate Committee may authorize the 

writing and, if so, the defence of the thesis in a language other than Spanish or English, if this 

language is widespread used for scientific communication in the concerned field of 

knowledge. To this end, a favourable report from the Academic Committee responsible for 

the program is required and the request of the doctoral student must be previously supported 

by the thesis Supervisor.  

https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2011-2541
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3. The request of writing and, if so, defence of the thesis in a language other than Spanish or 

English, must be addressed to the General Doctorate Committee before presenting the thesis. 

4. As an exception and without prior authorization, doctoral theses in the field of Translation 

and Interpretation may be written and, if so, defended in the language of the corresponding 

specialty. 

5. The title of the thesis must be written in its original writing language and in Spanish, on the 

cover and the first page. 

6. If the language is not Spanish, the thesis must contain a summary written in Spanish. This 

summary must have a minimum of 2000 words and must be bound as part of the thesis. 

 

 

10. What is an International Doctor mention? And an international thesis co-

tutelle? 
 

Internationality is a basic feature of research at Comillas Pontifical University. For this reason, the 

supervisor should encourage the doctoral student to perform his or her studies with this international 

approach in every doctoral activity, such as publishing papers in foreign journals, participating as 

listener or speaker in global level conferences, moving for temporary stays in universities and entities 

in other countries, etc. 

If the student complies with the necessary requirements, it is possible to apply for an International 

Doctor mention in the PhD. 

International Doctor mention 

 

In order to obtain the «International Doctor mention» together with the Doctorate degree it is 

required: 

- During the compulsory training period, the student must have stayed at a higher education 

institution or at a world-renowned research centre for a minimum of three months (not 

necessarily in a continuous way) outside Spain, pursuing studies or carrying out research 

work. The stay and the activities must be supported by the supervisor and authorized by the 

Academic Committee, and will be incorporated into the doctorate Activity Report. 

- Part of the thesis, at least the summary and the conclusions, must be written and defended 

in one of the customary scientific communication languages in his or her knowledge field, and 

it must be different from one of the official languages of Spain. This rule does not apply when 

the stays, reports and experts come from a Spanish-speaking country. 
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- The thesis must be informed by a minimum of two expert doctors that belong to a higher 

education institution or a non Spanish research institute. 

- At least one expert from a higher education institution or non Spanish research centre, with 

the Doctorate degree, different from the responsible of the stay referred to the first 

requirement of this section, must have been part of the Evaluation Thesis Board.  

 

International thesis co-tutelage 

 

In order to obtain the «International thesis co-tutelage» mention in the Doctorate degree it is required: 

- The doctoral thesis must be monitored for two or more doctors from two universities, one of 

them Spanish, and the other one from a foreign university. Besides, both of them should 

formalise the co-tutelle agreement (in which it must be indicated the second requirement of 

this section). 

- During the compulsory formative period for the achievement of the Doctorate degree, the 

doctoral student must stay in the foreign institution with which he or she has established the 

co-tutelle agreement performing research work in one or in more periods for at least six 

months. 

In both cases, in the International mention and in the International co-tutelle regime, the student will 

defend his or her doctoral thesis at the university in where he or she enrols in the Doctorate program 

(or in one of the participating universities depending on his or her specific research agreement). 

 

11. How is my research assessed throughout the studies? 
 

Before finalising the first year, the doctoral student must submit an initial Research Plan to the 

Academic Committee. In this way, the Academic Committee will have a panoramic outlook of the 

research proposal, its methodology, the resources needed and a viable work timetable for completing 

the research. 

Besides, annually1, the Academic Committee must assess the student’s Research Plan and the progress 

achieved (together with the Activity Report and the annual reports of the supervisor and the mentor2, 

in case this figure exists). 

                                                           
1In the CETIS program the Research Plan is evaluated every six months if the student is full-time enrolled. 
2 Usually, the mentor and supervisor functions are assumed by just one Doctor. It will be designated a 

Thesis mentor only when the supervisor is not a member of the Doctoral program cloister. See paragraphs 

33 and 34 of this guide. 
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For this reason, annually the student must submit to the Academic Committee a Report on the 

progress of his or her investigation in comparison with the previous year Research Plan (from now on 

we shall call this Research Plan updated “Evaluation Report”). It is compulsory to submit this report 

annually in all the Doctorate programs of the Comillas Pontifical University. Nevertheless, each 

Academic Committee will establishes it assess system for monitoring the student progress (through a 

public presentation, a more detailed Research Plan, both of them, etc.). 

This annually Evaluation Report must contain the investigation progress made over the last year and 

the work forecast and the activities planned for the coming year. It is compulsory to present the 

evaluation report updated every year (in the appropriate format) in all the Doctorate programs at the 

Comillas Pontifical University. 

In addition, together with the updated Evaluation Report, the Academic Committee will assess: a) the 

Activity Report with the training courses or workshops done by the student so far and b) the annual 

reports of the supervisor and the mentor (if this figure exists). In this way, the Academic Committee 

will analyse the doctoral student progress to ensure he or she obtains the Doctorate degree within 

the stated time limits. 

In a nutshell, annually the Academic Committee will assess the following documents: 

- The Evaluation Report (that is, the Research Plan updated). 

- The Activity Report with all the training courses done by the student. 

- The Annual Report of the supervisor and the mentor (if that figure exists). 

 

12. What are the Complementary Training and the Training Activities? 
 

The Complementary Training are activities that may be required by the Academic Committee of the 

Doctorate program depending on the previous education of the student in order to ensure the right 

level of knowledge needed to accomplish the Doctoral thesis in the thematic area of the program. At 

the time of the admission it is determined if the student has to take this Complementary. If that were 

the case, he or she has to carry them out during the first year of the Doctoral studies. 

The Complementary Training are formal activities provided by the university. They are not necessarily 

classroom-based courses (each Doctorate program establishes their activities and their formats). In 

any case, the student will have to complete the enrolment if he or she wants to take them. 

Besides that, throughout the studies, the student carries out a series of Training Activities, which 

provide him or her with the necessary tools for conducting the thesis research successfully. There are 

different types of Training Activities:  
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Group Training Activities organized by: 

- The International Doctoral School: transverse and common activities for all the Doctoral 

students about the research methodology as well as interdisciplinary seminars where the 

student can get in contact with other disciplines different from his or her own. Each School 

will decide if these Training Activities will be compulsory or not. 

- Doctorate programs: these Training Activities are collected in the verification memories of 

each program and they have the aim of ensuring the student acquires the necessary research 

skills. They may be voluntary or compulsory depending on what it is establish in the memories 

or in its modifications. 

Training Activities not organized by the International Doctoral School or the program: 

The student may carry out these activities individually. By doing so he or she may obtain, firstly, an 

additional education in this area and, secondly, to show his or her progress to the research community. 

Like the above mentioned case, and depending on the program, some of them will be voluntary and 

other will be compulsory.  

Among other things, it will be considered Training Activities: 

- Teaching practices 

- Scientific papers 

- Attendance of courses, scientific conferences and advanced seminars 

- Scholarships, study grants or contracts 

- Stays in other universities, institutions or companies 

- Participation in conferences 

- Patents and utility models 

- Research projects 

- Publication of presentations and scientific communications 

- Other activities 

Both, the Complementary Training and the Training Activities must be collected in the Activity Report. 

In the next page it is exposed a summary informative table with all the activities the doctoral student 

must or may carry out (in each case) during his or her doctoral studies years. In the table it is also 

indicated who has to register and validate the different activities in the Activity Report. 
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DOCTORAL STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

Are the activities 

organized by the IDS 

or the program? 

 

 

 

Type of Activity 

 

 

Who does record the activity in 

the Activity Report? 

 

 

 

Who does validate the activity? 

 

COMPLEMENTARY TRAINING 

 

Yes 

 

Compulsory subjects established by the Commission as the case may be 

 

General Secretary 

 

General Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCTORAL 

TRAINING ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

Yes 

 

Doctorate program activities organized by the School 

 

 

 

The School (ones the students 

has signed the attendance 

register) 

 

Program Coordinator  

 

Activities organized by the International Doctoral School (Doctorate and Scientific 

Research at Comillas Pontifical University, Bibliographical management Workshop and 

Interdisciplinary Seminars) 

 

 

IDS Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 

 
 

Teaching practices 

 

 

 

 

The student must attach the 

confirmation of attending 

signed by the teacher or the  

entity responsible of the 

activity 

 

Program Coordinator 

 

Scientific papers  

 

 

 

Thesis Supervisor or Mentor 

Attendance of courses, scientific conferences and advanced seminars 

Scholarships, study grants or contracts 

Research stays in other universities, institutions or companies 

Other activities 

Other oral presentations 

Other publications 

                                       Participation in conferences 

                                        Patents and utility models 

                                               Research Projects 

Publication of presentations and scientific communications 
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13. What does belonging to a research team imply? 
 

The research team is a group of people that work together in the same thematic area and from the 

perspective of one or more knowledge fields or specialty. 

Ideally, every doctoral student should carry out and finish his o her doctoral thesis as a part of one of 

the research teams at Comillas Pontifical University. Thus, as the student research is directly 

interconnected with the main object of the group, he or she is participating actively with them. 

In this way, the student carries out his or her research in a team composed by experts and other 

doctoral students who are investigating in the same area. This support is essential for the student.  

Currently, there are several research teams at Comillas Pontifical University. They are leaded and 

coordinated by university professors from this university depending on the knowledge areas. These 

groups are active and are developing different investigations. The student may have access and 

continuous the research activity with these investigations with the rest of the group participants in 

order to develop his or her thesis project. 

 

14. Is it the doctorate degree obtained at Comillas Pontifical University 

recognized out of Spain? 
 

Yes, it is. All the doctoral studies at Comillas Pontifical University have the MECES 3 level3. 

That equivalence with the MECES 3 can be established since all the Doctorate programs at Comillas 

Pontifical University comply with the Royal Decree 967/2014, in which there are established the 

requirements and procedures for the standardisation and attestation of equivalence of the official 

university level and the official decrees, and the recognition of the higher education foreign studies to 

the Spanish Qualifications Framework for the Higher Education (MECES) of the official degrees obtain 

earlier the entry of force of the Bologna Plan.  

For more information about the correspondence between the Official University degrees and the 

MECES levels of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs see: http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-

                                                           
3 MECES is the Spanish Qualifications Framework for Higher Education, a tool used for equate the Spanish 
studies with the European Higher Education Area (in other words, MECES standardised the Spanish studies 
with the rest of the European Union as a part of the Bologna Plan). Thus, if a study acquires a MECES level 
3, it is considered equivalent to a master. Source: Royal Decree 1027/2011. For more information about 
official university degrees and MECES levels it is recommended to visit this webpage.  

http://www.comillas.edu/es/investigacion/investigacion-en-comillas/grupos-de-investigacion
http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos/estudios-universitarios/titulos-espanoles/202058.html
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2011/08/03/pdfs/BOE-A-2011-13317.pdf
http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos/estudios-universitarios/titulos-espanoles/202058.html
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ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos/estudios-universitarios/titulos-

espanoles/202058.html 

 

15. Are there any grants for Doctoral studies? 

 

Comillas Pontifical University Grants 

In accordance with the training aids for researchers’ regulation at Comillas Pontifical University, the 

students may obtain two types of aids while they are carrying out the Doctoral studies: 

- Collaboration grants in researching tasks 

The collaboration grants in researching tasks are scholarships granted to the postgraduate students. 

There are two types: as a general aim or as an external funding for researching projects. The student 

may obtain more information about these scholarships in the regulation or contacting with the 

Coordinator of the Doctorate program or the person responsible for the funded project, as the case 

may be. 

- Predoctoral contracts 

The predoctoral contracts allowed developing research activities taking part in one of the research 

teams, Chairs or Institutes recognized by the university. These groups always will be associated with 

the student training in the Doctorate program. 

It may be obtained more information about these scholarships in the regulation or contacting with the 

Coordinator of the Doctorate program. 

Besides, it is interesting to point out that there are Scholarships for the master and associated 

research internships. These grants are associated with the realization of investigation practices in 

research teams, Chairs and Institutes while the student is attending a master at the university. These 

internships may be interesting for starting a research career before the doctorate. 

Public Institution grants 

It is also possible to obtain a public institution scholarship such as the Fellowships from the Spanish 

Government. 

Fellowships and grants for doctoral studies (Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport): 

- FPU fellowships: predoctoral grants for the Training of the University Staff, for the 

completion of the doctoral thesis.  

http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos/estudios-universitarios/titulos-espanoles/202058.html
http://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/gestion-titulos/estudios-universitarios/titulos-espanoles/202058.html
https://www.mecd.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/catalogo/educacion/estudiantes/becas-ayudas/para-estudiar/universidad/doctorado.html
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- FPI fellowships: predoctoral grants for the Training of the University Staff, related to specific 

I + D projects, for the completion of the doctoral thesis.  

- Aids for encouraging the student mobility. 

- Aids for encouraging the university professors and researchers mobility. 

Private entities grants 

There are other aids offered by private entities, such as banks and foundations: 

- Obra Social La Caixa  

- Banco Santander  

- Fundación Carolina  

- Comisión Fullbright  

- Fundación Ramón Areces 

 - Fundación Pedro Barrié de la Maza 

 - Fundación Rafael del Pino 

 - Fundación ICO 

 - Fundación Mutua Madrileña 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://obrasociallacaixa.org/es/investigacion-y-becas/programa-de-becas-de-posgrado/doctorado-en-universidades-espanolas/descripcion-del-programa
http://www.becas-santander.com/
https://www.fundacioncarolina.es/formacion/becas-de-doctorado-y-estancias-cortas-postdoctorales/
https://fulbright.es/
http://www.fundacionareces.es/fundacionareces/
http://www.fundacionbarrie.org/
https://www.frdelpino.es/
http://www.fundacionico.es/
http://www.fundacionmutua.es/
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LENGHT OF THE DOCTORAL STUDIES 

16. How long it takes to complete a Doctorate? 
 

In accordance with the Royal Decree 99/2011, the Doctoral studies will have a maximum duration of: 

o 3 years when they are full-time, to be calculated from the admission in the Doctorate 

program to the presentation of the doctoral thesis. 

o 5 years when they are part-time, to be calculated from the admission in the Doctorate 

program to the presentation of the doctoral thesis. 

However, in the event the student does not meet the deadlines, he or she may ask for the Academic 

Committee of the Doctorate program an extension (one or two years more for each of the categories). 

In this case, the supervisor should be aware of the situation and help the student to decide about how 

he or she should proceed.  

 

PART-TIME FULL-TIME 

A maximum duration of 5 years A maximum duration of 3 years 

Possible extension of an additional year: 

Maximum of 7 years 

Possible extension of an additional year: 

Maximum of 4 years 

Possible extension of another additional 

year: 

Overall, 8 years 

Possible extension of another additional 

year: 

Overall, 5 years 

 

Below, it is included a flow diagram with the different deadlines prescribed for the different stages of 

the Doctoral studies conducive to obtain the Doctorate degree in both modalities: 
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* If necessary and after having argued and documented the justified reason given, the doctoral 

student may request to the Academic Committee the authorization of a 1 year extraordinary 

extension, in the case of full-time studies, or 2 years, in the case of part-time studies, to finish the 

doctorate studies and defend the doctoral thesis. In the part- time doctorate, the student will have 7 

years for finishing the doctorate and in the full-time doctorate he or she will have 4 years. 

**If necessary and after having argued and documented the justified reason given, after having 

enjoyed the extraordinary extension, the doctoral student may request to the Academic Committee 

the authorization of an additional extraordinary extension, so that the student has another year to 

finish the Doctoral studies and defend the doctoral thesis. So, overall, in the part- time doctorate, the 

doctoral student will have 8 years for finishing the doctorate and in the full-time doctorate he or she 

will have 5 years. 

17. In which cases the calculation of time to complete a Doctorate will be 

suspended? 

 

Maternity or disease: always subject to the approval of the International Doctoral School (which, in 

turn, will require the corresponding certificate), the period of maternity leave or disease will not be 

taken into account when it comes to compute the maximum period for finishing the Doctoral studies. 

Complementary Training: nor will be computed the period of time the doctoral student use for taking 

the Complementary Training required by the Academic Committee when he or she starts the Doctoral 

studies. In the case the student has to take these complements, he or she should consult the Academic 

Commission in which terms the period of time spent will be computed. 

Other situations: apart from the indicated exceptions in the previous paragraph, there is the possibility 

of requesting a temporary leave for any other reason, prior authorization of the Academic Committee, 

with a maximum period of one year, with a possible extension of another year, although in these cases 

it is not suspended the maximum periods for finishing the doctoral thesis. 

 

18. Can I the doctorate in less time? 

 

Yes, it is possible. 

Nevertheless, even if the student finishes the Doctoral studies before of the stipulated period, he or 

she has to previously pay the corresponding amount to the minimum of the Doctoral studies years, 

before of the presentation of the thesis (4 annual contributions in the case of part-time and 3 annual 

contributions in the case of full time). 
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19. Is it possible to work and complete a Doctorate? 

 

The part-time modality (that is, between 4 and 5 year of studies) is specifically thought for people who 

are working and want to enrol in a Doctorate program at the same time.  In that way, they have more 

time for their investigation and all the associated responsibilities (Training Activities, writing of the 

doctoral thesis, etc.) because it is considered that a full-time doctorate implies a work of 8 hours every 

day. Nevertheless, it is estimated that in a part-time doctorate, the student works 4 hours daily (and 

that is compatible with a job). 

Besides, even if the student chooses the part-time doctorate, he or she has to attend the Training 

Activities, the Complementary Training, when it is necessary, publish papers in scientific journals and 

so on. All those doctoral student responsibilities take time and, in many cases, the fulfilment of 

schedules. 

That is why: the Doctoral studies requires an active participation and a significant work load. 

The student must take into account the doctoral responsibilities before he or she decides to enrol in 

one of the programs, such as be sure he or she will have enough time for perform all the tasks and 

activities required during these years. 
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ADMISSION TO A DOCTORATE PROGRAM OF THE UNIVERSITY 

 

20. What are the admission requirements? 

 

The admission requirements are different in each Doctorate program at Comillas Pontifical University. 

It is possible to know more information about the programs in this link: 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/estudios-doctorado 

Nevertheless, for all the Comillas Pontifical University programs are common requirements the 

following options: 

a. Hold a Spanish official university degree or a degree from other country that belongs to the 

European Higher Education Area, which gives access to a Master in accordance with the 

Article 16 of the Royal Decree 1393/2007, of 29 of October and have successfully completed a 

minimum of 300 ECTS credits in all the official university studies overtaken. Besides, at least 

60 of the 300 ECTS credits must be Master level.  

b. Hold a Spanish official Grade Degree that has a length of time of at least 300 ECTS credits in 

accordance with the European Law. It is compulsory for these students to take to the 

Complementary Training (see article 6.3 of this normative) unless the curriculum of the grade 

degree includes research formation credits, which are equivalents to the master research 

credits. 

c. Hold an official university degree which has obtained the correspondence with the level 3 of 

the Spanish Qualifications Framework for Higher Education, in accordance with the Royal 

Decree 967/2014, of 21 of November, where are established the requirements and procedures 

for the validation and attestation of equivalence of the degree and the official university 

academic level and for the validation of foreign Higher Education studies, and the procedure 

to determine the correspondence to the Spanish Qualifications Framework for Higher 

Education of the official degrees of Architect, Engineering, Licensed, Technical Architect, 

Technical Engineering and Certified. 

d. University graduates who, after they have obtained a training placement in the corresponding 

access test to the specialized health care training, have pass with a positive evaluation of at 

least two years of formation of a program for the attainment of an official degree in some of 

the specialties of the Health Sciences.  

e. Hold a university degree in a foreign education system that does not need validation, ones 

the General Commission of the doctorate verifies that this degree has the same level of a 

Spanish official University Master Degree and that this degree allowed the access of Doctoral 

studies in the issuing country. This admission will not imply, in any case, the validation of the 

foreign university degree or other effects beyond the access to the Doctoral studies. 

http://www.comillas.edu/es/estudios-doctorado
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f. Hold another Spanish Doctoral degree obtained in accordance with the previous university 

curricula.  

g. The doctoral students who start his or her Doctorate program before the Royal Decree 

99/2011 was published. 

h. Graduates, architects or engineering who hold a Master of Advanced Studies obtained 

according with the provisions set out in the Royal Decree 778/1998, of 30 of April, or have 

achieved the researcher adequacy set out in the Royal Decree 185/1985, of 23 of January.  

 

21. What is the criteria for admission to a Doctorate program? 

 

As general criteria in all the Doctorate programs at Comillas Pontifical University will be valued: 

- Curriculum vitae 

- Academic record 

- Merits of special significance related with the Doctorate program requested 

- Level of English (where applicable in accordance with the Memory of the Program) 

In particular, each Doctorate program has into account a series of additional admission criteria that 

may be consulted in the International Doctoral School webpage: http://edoctorado.comillas.edu/es/ 

The admission of the Doctorate programs may exclude the exigency of specific Complementary 

Training in the terms collected in every section of the International Doctoral School Webpage. 

 

22. How long it will take to consider my application 

 

The time since the deadline for applying in each program finish until the student receives the Rector’s 

resolution (it is presupposed that all the documentation has been presented correct) is around 7 

working days. Nevertheless, there could be a delay when the University is closed in accordance with 

what it is established in the academic schedule or because other exceptional and justified 

circumstances. 

 

23. How can I check the result of my application? 

 

Usually, before 7 days since the CAPD reports favourably about the admission, the General Secretary 

from the International Doctoral School communicates to the student through ordinary mail the 

http://edoctorado.comillas.edu/es/
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Rector’s resolution together with a Vice Chancellor letter. That same day, it is also sent the resolution 

scanned to the Coordinator of the program and to the Secretary. 

 

24. How can I transfer my academic doctoral record? 

 

If the doctoral student is enrolled at other university and want to move his or her record to Comillas 

Pontifical University he or she has to request the admission to the program as if he or she were a new 

student in the doctoral studies at Comillas Pontifical University. 

When assessing the student’s application, the International Doctoral School will evaluate his or her 

academic record, in such a way that it is assessed if the student has done some activities that can be 

recognized as Training Activities and Complementary Training by the Comillas Pontifical University 

Program. 

The student must request to the CAPD the recognition of the activities taken in other centres. 

 

25. If I move from another university to Comillas Pontifical University, can I 

keep the thesis supervisor of the previous program? 

 

Yes, but you need a tutor who belongs to the Doctorate program at Comillas Pontifical University4. 

 

26. When I apply for a Doctorate program at Comillas Pontifical University, will 

I get the recognition for the courses that I studied before? 

 

When it is assessed the admission of a student in one of the Doctorate programs at Comillas Pontifical 

University and the Complementary Training and Training Activities that he or she required, it will be 

evaluated all the academic activities he or she studied before.  

 

27. If I have completed previous studies abroad, what are the requirements for 

studying a Doctorate in Spain? 

 

                                                           
4 Besides, in the CETIS program the student just can continue with the same supervisor of the previous 
program if this supervisor has a recognized alive six year period or equivalent. 
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If a student has previous studies abroad there are two ways of having access to a Doctorate program 

in Spain: 

Possibility 1: Hold a degree in a standardised foreign educative system. Previously the Doctorate 

General Committee has to accredit5 if this degree has the level of a Spanish official University Master 

and that allowed the access of Doctoral studies in the issuing country. 

Possibility 2: Hold a Spanish Doctoral degree obtained in accordance with previous university 

regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5The accreditation is determined by the corresponding country normative and, as the case may be, by 
the University Secretary of origin.  
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ENROLMENT IN A DOCTORATE PROGRAM 

 

28. How can I pay the Doctorate annual tuition fee? 

 

The doctoral student will have to formalize the annual tuition fee during all the doctoral studies period 

(see the summary table from the section: « What is the duration of the doctoral studies? »). 

For that purpose, the student will have to go to the General Secretary every six months (September 

and January) to sign the enrolment and pay the tuition fee. 

 

29. How often should I update the tuition fee? 

 

In accordance with the article 7 of the Doctorate Rules at Comillas Pontifical University, the doctoral 

students admitted in a Doctorate program must update his or her tuition fee every six months 

(September and January) by the concept of academic tutelage. 

 

30. What happens if I do not pay the annual tuition fee? 

 

If the student does not pay the annual tuition of a Doctorate program, he or she will not cease as 

student at the Comillas Pontifical University. However, the student will not have access to the Doctoral 

services such as the annual supervision of the Research Plan.  

If the student decides to continuous his or her Doctoral studies, the University will return to exercise 

its responsibilities, as long as, it did not cease more than two years without paying the tuition fee. 

Ones this time has passed, the doctoral student will cease and he or she will not be student at Comillas 

Pontifical University, which implies that, if he or she wants to return to the studies, will have to formally 

request the admission to the International Doctoral School. 

In any case, it should also be taken into account that a student ceases if his or her Research Plan is 

evaluated negatively, and this can happen if there is not a positive annual evaluation, and if the student 

does not change the Research Plan in 6 months. Therefore, with the current Doctoral normative, it is 

impossible to continuous more than one year and a half without paying the tuition fee.  
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31. Do I have to continue paying if I complete the Doctorate before the 

deadline? 

 

The student will have to pay, at least the tuition fees corresponding with the modality in which he or 

she was accepted, that is: 

- Part – time doctorate: 4 annual dues 

- Full – time doctorate: 3 annual dues 
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KEY FIGURES IN DOCTORAL STUDIES 
In the next sections, there is a summary of the main figures who participate in a doctorate: 

 

32. Doctoral Student 

 

What is a Doctoral Student? 

 

He or she is a student duly admitted and enrol in a Doctorate program that is carrying out a research 

work and a collection of activities that conduct him or her to the Doctorate degree y a specific area 

supervised by the supervisor and mentor of the thesis. 

The Doctoral student general profile comprehends those people who wish to develop the necessary 

skills for researching and accredit their research competence. 

In particular, the Doctoral student carries out these studies for obtaining qualification in the research 

area, and this competence may be used with two different goals: 

- Academic career, in which case, the doctorate is an essential requirement. 

- Professional career, in which case, the Doctor’s degree provides points for a place in public 

entities.  

What are the rights of a doctoral student? 

 

The Doctoral student has a series of rights indicated in the current regulation with regard to doctoral 

studies. In particular, the student has the right:  

a. To obtain a quality research education that promotes the scientific excellence and serves the 

equity and the social responsibility, as well as, the assumptions and objectives of the 

institutional declaration at Comillas Pontifical University.  

b. To count with a tutor who guides his or her formative process and a supervisor (an, as the 

case may be, a co-supervisor) with accredited research experience, who supervise the thesis 

completion.  

c. The student has the right the university and the International School promotes in their third 

cycle programmes the integration of the doctoral students in groups and research networks. 

d. To know the professional research career. 

e. To participate in programs and complementary calls for aids and for the national and 

international mobility. 
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f. To count with the intellectual property recognition and protection in the thesis results and in 

the previous research works in the terms established in the current legislation on the subject. 

g. To be considered, in respect of rights of representation in the universities governing bodies 

as research personnel in training, according to what is establish in the normative concerning 

science and research. 

h. To participate in the following of the Doctorate programs and in the institutional evaluation 

process, in the terms planned in the current normative. 

What are the responsibilities of a doctoral student? 

 

The doctoral student undertakes to carry out the doctoral studies and to carry out the research object 

of the thesis project within the framework established by the applicable regulations, under the 

supervision of the supervisor and in accordance with the obligations resulting from the so-called 

"Commitment Document". This commitment must be subscribed by the University, the doctoral 

student and the Thesis Supervisor, at the beginning of the Doctoral studies. In particular: 

a. To carry out the Complementary Training that, if the case may be, has been established. 

b. To inform regularly the supervisor of the evolution of his research, of the problems that may arise 

in its development and the results obtained. 

c. To follow the instructions given by the thesis supervisor about the research work. 

d. To ensure the correct use of the facilities and the material that is provided in order to carry out its 

research activity. 

e. To dedicate to the realization of the doctoral thesis full time / part time and conclude the work in 

the corresponding deadlines set in the aforementioned Documentary Commitment. 

f. To submit to the evaluation of the activity carried out within the term established in the Doctoral 

regulations. 

g. To communicate the results to their supervisors and to society in accordance with the best practices 

of research, dissemination and exploitation of scientific results; and doing everything possible to 

ensure that the research is relevant to society. 

h. Respect scrupulously the intellectual property and the internationally accepted citation techniques 

in the handling of the relevant bibliography. 

Once he or she begins his or her studies, the doctoral student commits himself to be trained in the 

ethical principles that should guide the research and is responsible for its follow-up. These principles 

include, among others, honesty, the avoidance of plagiarism, respect for confidentiality and non-
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malfeasance. In this context, the doctoral student will sign the confidentiality commitments that 

derive from the collaborations in research projects in which he or she participates. The commitment 

of confidentiality and secrecy will continue in force and will be binding even after the administrative 

or labour relationship between the doctoral student and Comillas Pontifical University has ended. 

Finally, the doctoral student, upon enrolling in one of the programs offered by the University, 

undertakes to carry out joint research work, ideally within a research group, with a series of 

complementary training activities that will finally lead him to obtain the title of Doctor. 

 

33. Thesis supervisor 

 

What is a thesis supervisor? 

 

The thesis supervisor is a Doctor in a specialty area who accompany the doctoral student providing 

the academic direction in the implementation of all the research tasks the student must carry out as a 

part of the Doctorate program guaranteeing: 

- The coherence and suitability of the Doctoral Training Activities, 

- The impact and the novelty in the research area in progress, and 

- The guide in the research planning and the adequacy with regard to other projects the 

student conducts. 

In accordance with the article 11 of the Royal Decree 99/2011, of 28 of January, «At the time of the 

admission in the Doctorate program, the corresponding Academic Committee will assigned a thesis 

supervisor to each doctoral student. Any Spanish or foreign Doctor, with accredit research experience 

shall be a thesis supervisor, regardless of the University, centre or institution in which is providing his 

or her services». 

The doctoral student must have a thesis supervisor assigned, in general, at the time of the admission 

to the Doctorate program, and within 3 months since the admission is confirmed.  

Ones the doctoral student is admitted to the corresponding program and the supervisor is assigned, 

both have to arrange a meeting. In this meeting the supervisor will explain to the doctoral student the 

duties of the supervisor with regard to the student and the duties of the student with regard to the 

achievement of the Doctoral studies who is going to take.  

It should be noted that, throughout the program, the doctoral student will change the supervisor or 

supervisors of the doctoral thesis, prior consent by the Academic Committee and always the reason 

of the change has been justified.  
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What are the responsibilities of a thesis supervisor? 

 

Ones the research project has been accepted, the main function of the supervisor is a frequent and 

continuous monitoring of the thesis process giving to the doctoral student advice and help for 

progressing in the research. 

Since the doctoral student has more tasks apart from the writing of the Doctoral thesis, such as other 

research activities, the supervisor has, among other functions: 

- To carry out a close monitoring of all the activities the doctoral student carries out throughout 

his or her studies as researcher: choice and assistance of seminars and other research 

workshops, and congress and specialized conferences, writing and publication of scientific 

papers and other Training Activities.  

- To supervise the writing of the Research Plan (prior acceptance of the doctorate research line 

as a part of the chosen program for conducting his doctoral thesis), in such a way the 

supervisor ensures that the topic and the contents are appropriate and are written correctly 

in accordance with the objective accepted by de Committee at the beginning of the doctoral 

student research labour.  

- To prepare a timetable along with the doctoral student, so both of them planning the 

activities and the thesis internal deliveries to ensure the proper compliance of all the 

deadlines planned in the program. 

- To provide feedback to the doctoral student in order he or she knows regularly his or her 

situation in the development of the Doctoral thesis (thanks to their meetings and the updates 

the doctoral student makes) and, if were needed, communicates the relevant incidences to 

the assigned tutor (if were the case the figure exists). 

- To provide feedback to his or her doctoral student about the delivery and signature of official 

documents related to the Doctorate program that the student has to send to the Academic 

Committee. 

- To supervise the closure of the works related to the doctoral thesis for the later drafting of 

the final report and its adequate deposit with the ultimate goal that the thesis is presented 

and defended before de board.  

- To attend the doctoral student in the preparation of the final defence of the doctoral thesis. 

This includes the preparation of the student for the research presentation according to a 

specific order and time and the preparation of the student’s answers to the round of 

suggestions and questions made by the court after the presentation. 

- To guarantee the doctoral student knows and observe the practices and the essential ethic 

principles in his or her discipline, as well as, the rules collected in the corresponding 

deontological codes. 
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- To strive to make the doctoral student knows the normative related to the training and 

working conditions, the protection of data and the confidentiality, as well as the normative 

relative to the intellectual property rights.  

- To ensure the doctoral student develops relevant research for the society and does not 

duplicate other works done previously, avoiding plagiarism and respecting the intellectual 

property principle or the joint ownership of data when the research is developed in 

collaboration. 

- To promote the doctoral student spreads the research results. This includes the fact the 

doctoral student is recognized, mentioned or quoted in accordance with his or her real 

contributions as co-author in any research result. Besides, the supervisor understands the 

doctoral student has the possibility to publish the results of his or her own research in an 

independent way. 

- In the case the doctoral student is going to assume teaching responsibilities, the supervisor 

assesses if this activity can hinder the development of the doctoral student research activities. 

In this situation, the supervisor opinion will be taken into account for the assignation of these 

tasks. 

In this way, the thesis supervisor acts essentially as a guide or counsellor of his or her doctoral student, 

accompanying him or her in all the research process along the different stages as training researcher 

at Comillas Pontifical University. Besides, the supervisor has to propitiate the doctoral student 

develops correctly all the compulsory or complementary doctoral activities, as well as the compliance 

with additional documentation obligations and official deliveries within the agreed deadlines. 

To ensure that these functions are performed properly, the programs may limit the number of theses 

directed by the same Doctor6. 

Who can be a thesis supervisor? 

 

According with the Real Decree 99/2011 of 28 of January, any Spanish or foreign Doctor, with proven 

research experience can be a thesis supervisor. The supervisor does not need to work at the same 

university or institution in which the doctoral student is taking the Doctorate program. 

This accreditation for being a thesis supervisor is achieved in different ways: 

- Belonging to the teaching staff of the Doctorate program in question or to other Doctorate 

program verified in accordance with the RD 99/2011, 

- Counting on a “sexenio” of investigation alive, or 

                                                           
6 For example, the CETIS program does not allow that a Doctor directs more than 5 doctoral thesis 
simultaneously.  
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- Through enough accredited research through prestigious publications in the area of the thesis 

that may be considered equivalent to the necessary research to obtain a six- year term. 

The supervisor does not need to work at the same university or institution in which the doctoral 

student is taking the Doctorate program. Nevertheless, if the supervisor does not belong to the 

Doctorate program teaching staff, a tutor who belongs to the teaching staff must be assigned.  

It is recommended that, the supervisor and the doctoral student know each other before they start to 

work together. Besides, the supervisor will assume the direction of a thesis only when he or she has 

enough time to face an effective and adequate monitoring of the student work. 

Finally, it should be noted the supervisor must know in detail the area of specialty of the study chosen 

by the doctoral student and be an expert in the field. In that way the supervisor is qualified for exercise 

his or her guidance and review as effectively as possible.  

Can I changed my thesis supervisor at any time? 

 

Yes, but this change has to be asked to the Academic Committee of the Doctorate program of the 

University, which is in charge of authorizing it. 

Is it possible to have several thesis supervisors? 

 

Yes, it is possible that a doctoral thesis is co-directed by several supervisors (usually two). It depends 

on the specialty area related to the doctoral thesis main line.  

It is allowed the co-direction of two or more supervisor for a doctoral thesis in the following cases: 

- For reasons of an academic nature; 

- For reason of thematic interdisciplinarity (in accordance with the main subject of the thesis); 

- When it comes to programs developed in collaboration between two entities at a national or 

international level. 

The Academic Committee is responsible for authorizing at any time throughout the development of 

the thesis the co-direction among several supervisors of a doctoral thesis, and may also revoke such 

an authorization in case it deems it appropriate.  

The indispensable requirement for being a co-supervisor of a doctoral thesis, as it is established by the 

ANECA, is that he or she have research experience; therefore, it is not necessary for the co-supervisor 

to belong to the Doctorate program of the doctoral student, nor be in possession of six year terms or 

equivalent recognition (provided that the principal supervisor has them). 
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34. Thesis mentor 

 

What is a thesis mentor? 

 

Usually, it is not necessary to appoint a mentor and a supervisor for the same doctoral thesis, since 

the same figure is represented by the same Doctor (who assumes both functions). Only one thesis 

tutor will be appointed, in addition to the supervisor, when the latter is not part of the faculty of the 

program that the doctoral student is studying. 

If necessary, the mentor of the doctoral thesis, appointed by the Academic Committee of the 

respective program, is the responsible that the training and research activity of the doctoral student 

is carried out correctly. 

What are the responsibilities of a thesis mentor? 

 

The mentor, in case there is such a figure, is responsible for: 

- To review, together with the thesis supervisor, the Activity Report the doctoral student is 

developing. 

- To endorse, together with the thesis supervisor and before the end of the first year of the 

doctoral student in the program, the Research Plan that the doctoral student has prepared. 

- To sign the so-called Commitment Document together with the University, the doctoral 

student and the supervisor (or supervisors). 

- To submit to the Academic Committee a research report, annually, as indicated in Royal 

Decree 99/2011. 

Also, according to the deontological code, the mentor must: 

- To integrate fully in the structure and participate in the activities of the program. 

- To ensure the existence of a fluid and effective relationship between the supervisor / co-

supervisor and the doctoral student. 

- To facilitate the development of the functions of the supervisors / co-supervisors and of the 

doctoral students in accordance with the content and requirements of the program. 

- To stay accessible to the needs of the doctoral student. 

- To not interfere in the own and specific activity of the supervisors / co-supervisors. 

- To indicate to the doctoral student the Training Activities of the program more appropriate 

and coherent for their research until the supervisor is appointed. Ones the supervisor is 

appointed, he or she assumes the functions of the tutor. In the event that the supervisor 

belongs to another body, the tutor will continue to exercise his functions. 
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Who can be a mentor thesis? 

 

The tutor must be a Doctor member of the faculty of the Doctorate program. 

 

35. Academic Committee 

 

What is an Academic Committee? 

 

The Academic Committee represents the group of persons in charge of each of the Doctorate 

programs of the International Doctoral School. 

What are the responsibilities the Academic Committee? 

 

The Academic Commission is in charge of: 

- To guarantee that the program of which it is responsible is adequate, is constantly updated 

and possesses the necessary quality in accordance with current regulations (Royal Decree 

99/2011). 

- To approve the proposal for the selection of students who enter in one of the Doctorate 

programs of the University by evaluating the following criteria: 

o Academic curriculum 

o Merits of special relevance or significance in relation to the requested program, 

o Any other criterion that allows the Commission to verify the suitability of the doctoral 

student to carry out de Doctoral studies in a specific program. 

- To authorize extensions of the deadlines for submission of doctoral theses and partial studies. 

- To assign a mentor or supervisor (or supervisors) for each doctoral student admitted in one 

of the programs. 

- To supervise the doctoral student progress in researching and training through updated 

research plans and presented annually along with the reports issued by the mentor and the 

supervisor (or supervisors) of the thesis. 

- To decide on the specific Complementary Training the doctoral student must take during his 

or her Doctoral studies (this Complementary Training will not count towards the established 

time limit to present the doctoral thesis). 
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- To authorize the final presentation of the doctoral thesis by means of a favourable report and 

send the necessary documentation to the International Doctoral School Secretary so that the 

public presentation of the doctoral thesis can be accepted. 

- To authorize that the doctoral thesis is presented and defended as a compendium of 

publications. 

Who are the members of an Academic Committee? 

 

- A president, who acts as Coordinator of the Doctorate program.  

- At least two professors with proven research experience chosen by the Vice Chancellor 

competent in the field of Doctorate.  

- Where appropriate, one or several representatives of the companies or institutions involved 

in the Doctorate program, with mention of Doctor, and appointed by the Vice Chancellor 

competent in the field of Doctorate.  

- In the case of Joint Doctorate programs: the Coordinators appointed by each participating 

University in the corresponding program, one of them assuming the status of president, in 

accordance with the procedure established in the corresponding agreement. 

 

36. Doctorate Coordinator 

 

What is a doctorate Coordinator? 

 

A Doctorate Coordinator is the responsible of the program and it is appointed by the Rector of the 

University. He or she must be a professor or researcher with proven research experience and who has 

directed some research work. 

What is the role of the Coordinator of the Doctorate program? 

 

The main functions of a Coordinator of a Doctorate program are the following: 

- To act on behalf of the Academic Committee of the Doctorate program to which it belongs 

before the General Doctoral Commission. 

- To chair the Academic Committee of the Doctorate program he or she represents. 

- To coordinate and supervise this program 

- To coordinate the activity of the Doctorate program with the Centres in which the professors 

and researchers who participate in the Doctorate program are located. 
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- To submit to the Vice Chancellor, the request of authorizing with exceptional character the 

remote intervention of members of the thesis court in the act of thesis defence by telematic 

means and communicate to the supervisor and his or her doctoral student his or her 

concession. 

- To issue the assessment of the annual Research Plan presented by each student of the 

Doctorate program in question. 

- To validate the Training Activities of each one of the students of the Doctorate program (The 

Training Activities are previously registered by the students or by the competent service, as 

appropriate). 

- Those others that are assigned by the applicable regulations or that are delegated by the 

General Doctorate Commission. 
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DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED THROUGHOUT THE STUDIES 

 

37. Doctoral thesis 

 

What is a doctoral thesis? 

 

The doctoral thesis is the original research work presented by a doctoral student according to a 

specific research line (linked to the Doctorate program he or she studies). 

This work will be done under the supervision and guidance of one or several thesis supervisor who 

support their originality while validates that the level of research is appropriate in the chosen line. 

The ultimate goal of the presentation and defence of a doctoral thesis is the student obtains the title 

of Doctor in a specific area of expertise. 

According to the latest modification of the Doctorate Standards of the University, there are two 

possibilities to present the doctoral thesis: 

Classic thesis: presentation of a unique, original and unpublished document that reflects in a 

structured way the research carried out. This document may include in some of its chapters’ 

publications already made or in progress, but in any case, these chapters must be written coherently 

with the rest of the document, so that they can be interpreted and read, as mentioned, as a single 

document. 

Thesis as a compendium of publications: it is a document composed of scientific publications (see in 

more detail the following section, what is a doctoral thesis as a compendium of publications?) 

What is a doctoral thesis as a collection of publications? 

 

In accordance with the latest modification of the Doctoral Standards of the Comillas Pontifical 

University (July 18, 2016, Article 17), the possibility of presenting a doctoral thesis as a collection of 

publications is admitted. It is understood by publications: 

- Paper in scientific journals 

- Book chapters 

- Books 

The requirements to be able to present the doctoral thesis in this modality (which differs from the 

classical one) are the following: 
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- Before the presentation of the thesis, and together with a favourable and motivated report 

from the Academic Committee of the Doctorate program, the doctoral student must request 

the General Doctorate Commission the authorization of this type of presentation (doctoral 

thesis as a compendium of publications). To obtain authorization, the doctoral student must 

present: 

o Copy of published or contributed works. 

o Report of the thesis supervisor that justifies the feasibility of presenting the 

compendium of publications as a doctoral thesis. 

o Report of the doctoral student in which he / she specifies what his / her contribution 

has been in each article (endorsed by the thesis supervisor). 

 

- The works must be previously published or in the process of being published. 

- The publications that make up this doctoral thesis must have scientific value. 

- The publications must also conform a scientific unit (same line). 

- The main author of the publications must be the doctoral student and, in any case, the thesis 

supervisors will be allowed as co-authors. Exceptionally, and with the authorization of the 

Academic Committee, the supervisors of the research centres in which the doctoral student 

has made a stay will be allowed to appear as co-authors. 

 

The content of the doctoral thesis as a compendium of publications should be as follows: 

- General introduction, in which the papers are presented and the scientific unit of the thesis is 

justified. 

- Overall summary of the objectives of the research and the conclusions, in which all the results 

presented in each of the publications are unified. 

 

o Complete reference of the works, which include 

o Complete reference of the works 

o Complete reference of the personal data of all authors and, if the case may be, of the 

journal or medium in which they have been published. 

 

- Copy of the letters of acceptance of the publications that comprise the thesis, in the case of 

the works that are pending publication at the time of requesting authorization from the 

Academic Committee. 

- Additional criteria open to decision by each Doctorate program and as deemed appropriate 

for this modality by the competent Academic Committee. 
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In which languages a doctoral thesis can be written and defended? 

 

The doctoral thesis may be developed and, as the case may be, defended in the usual languages for 

scientific communication in its field of knowledge (usually Spanish, English or French). 

More information in question number 9. 

How is a doctoral thesis assessed? 

 

The evaluation of the doctoral thesis includes the closure phase of the Doctoral studies, and consists 

of an act in which the doctoral student defends before a court the research work he or she has been 

carried out throughout his or her studies in the Doctorate program.  

In accordance with Royal Decree 99/2011, the defence court will be composed of duly qualified doctors 

with proven research experience. This court must be formed by a majority of members outside the 

University and the collaborating institutions in the School or the program. 

This defence of the doctoral thesis will be carried out within the framework of the program to which 

the University belongs, so that it is possible to carry out the defence in any of the faculties at Comillas 

Pontifical University, but not in another University. 

In the case of joint programs, the defence must be carried out in the centre in which the student is 

enrolled. 

In parallel to the thesis defence, the court will validate and evaluate qualitatively the Activity Report 

(which contains all the Training Activities and, as the case may be, Complementary Training done by 

the doctoral student throughout the period of Doctoral studies). 

After the public defence, the court will issue a report and the overall rating that has been granted to 

the thesis according to the following scale: not suitable, approved, notable, outstanding. It is possible 

to grant the cum laude mention (by positive secret vote unanimously) if the overall rating is 

outstanding. 

To know the reference final deadlines for completing the doctoral thesis, deposit it and make the final 

defence, see the section «how long do the doctorate studies last? ». 
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How do I have to present the final thesis to complete de Doctorate? 

 

Once the research has been completed and the doctoral thesis drafted (reviewed and validated by the 

thesis supervisor), the doctoral student must request the deposit of the thesis, so that, after 

authorization by the Academic Committee of the program, it may be launched the protocol to finish 

the Doctoral studies with the thesis defence: 

Once the elaboration of the Doctoral thesis is finished, the procedure of the Comillas Pontifical 

University is as follows: 

Step 1. The doctoral candidate asks the General Secretary to authorize its deposit by writing to the 

Academic Committee of the Doctorate program, accompanied by: 

 Favourable reports from the supervisor, the co-supervisors of the thesis and the mentor (the 

latter as the case may be). 

 A copy of the thesis (preferably a document in pdf format.). 

Step 2. The Academic Committee of the Doctorate program requests a report on the work of the 

doctoral thesis from a minimum of two experts in the field and external to the program, as well as a 

report on the originality of the thesis, which will incorporate the doctoral student's file.  

Step 3. The Academic Committee of the Doctorate program evaluates the complete file of the doctoral 

Student, which includes the Activity Report. 

Step 4. The Academic Committee of the Doctorate program authorizes the deposit of the thesis, 

dictating resolution within a maximum period of one month. 

 In the event that the thesis deposit authorization is refused, the doctoral student may 

appeal to the Rector. 

Step 5. Once the thesis deposit has been authorized, the Academic Committee makes a proposal from 

experts in the subject that can be part of the tribunal that is in charge of judging the thesis. This 

proposal is accompanied by a reasoned report on the suitability of the experts proposed. 

Likewise, the Academic Committee forwards the pertinent documentation to the General Secretary of 

the International Doctoral School: 

 The Activity Report of the doctoral student, with all the sheets signed by the student and 

his / her DNI number included. 

  The authorization of the Academic Committee of the Doctorate program. 
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  The copy of the doctoral thesis in pdf format. 

  Likewise, the doctoral student will send to the General Secretary a copy of the doctoral 

thesis on paper and hardcover, according to the model defined in the corporate identity 

manual. 

Step 6. Once the proposal has been formulated and the documents presented, the International 

Doctoral School: 

 Check the formal regularity of the file. 

  Communicates the presentation of the thesis to all the Doctors of the University. 

 Provides that a copy of the thesis on paper (not necessarily hardcover, can be simple bound) 

is deposited in the Academic Management Service and Titles for fifteen (15) school days so 

that it can be examined by any Doctor. For that purpose, the General Secretary is responsible 

for uploading the electronic document to a web page accessible by request. When the 

Doctor of the University wants to consult the deposited copy, he or she will have to request 

it directly in the General Secretary. In this case, the Secretary will give permission to consult 

the Doctor and send a link to the document. 

Step 7. Once the term of the public exhibition is over, that is, the 15 academic days, the Academic 

Committee of the program resolves the authorization of the thesis defence. 

 If the authorization is denied on a reasoned basis, the Doctoral candidate may file an appeal 

with the Rector (which will be resolved after a report from the General Doctorate 

Commission). 

Step 8. Once the defence of the thesis has been authorized, within a maximum period of three (3) 

months until the defence of the doctoral thesis, except for duly justified serious causes, the Doctoral 

candidate will defend his / her doctoral thesis in the court accepted by the Academic Commission. 

 The doctoral student or its supervisors must provide each member of the thesis board with 

a copy of the doctoral thesis in pdf format, offering them the possibility of sending them 

another paper copy (without specifying the format, at the expense of each member's 

preferences). 

On the last page of this document, you can consult a diagram about the flow of processes linked to 

the development of a doctoral thesis. 
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Is there a deadline for presenting the doctoral thesis? 

 

No, but there is a minimum payment required prior to the defence of the thesis (which covers the 

costs of the program). See section 31 «Have I to continue paying if I finish the studies ahead of 

schedule? ». 

Are there any guidelines to present the thesis? 

 

Yes, there are, but these vary depending on the Doctorate program being studied, so they should be 

consulted with the Coordinator of the program in question. 

 

 

38. Doctorate Activity Report 

 

What is the Activity Report? 

 

The Activity Report of the doctoral student includes the individualized and personalized record of 

control of these activities, materialized in the corresponding support. This document must be 

supervised by the supervisor and the mentor (if the case may be) and evaluated by the Academic 

Committee annually (when the Research Plan is presented each year). 

What is included in an Activity Report? 

 

Once enrolled in the program, all the activities that the student is performing according to the criteria 

established by the Academic Committee of the program will be recorded in this document, according 

to the researcher's profile. These activities include: 

- Complementary Training, which the student must complete only when his or her profile and research 

capacity accredited at the time of admission requires it. 

- Group Training activities organized by the International Doctoral School or the Doctorate program. 

- Training activities not organized by the International Doctoral School or by the program, which the 

student does individually. 

In section 12 «What are the Complementary Training and the Training Activities? » it may be consulted 

in detail all the Training Activities that the doctoral student can or should carry out as a complement 
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to the research and writing of his doctoral thesis, as well as an explanatory table with information 

about the figures in charge of registering and validating the activities in each case. 

How can I complete the Activity Report? 

 

The Training Activities organized by the International Doctoral School or by the Doctorate program 

will be recorded in the Activity Report by the centres themselves as it is established in the activity table 

of section 12 «What Training Activities should I do during the doctorate?». 

Students should only register in the Activity Report those activities not organized by the International 

Doctoral School or by the Doctorate program. For this purpose, they may access to his or her Activity 

Report through the Researchers’ Portal7. 

Who validates the Activity report? 

 

To know which service is responsible for validating each of the different Training Activities during the 

doctorate, see the activities table in section 12 «What are the Complementary Training and the Training 

Activities? ». 

39. Research Plan 

 

What is the Research Plan? 

 

Before the end of the first year, the doctorate candidate must submit an initial Research Plan to the 

Academic Committee, that is, a document with a defined template in which certain minimum 

information regarding the research that will be carried out during the Doctoral studies period. Through 

this document, the Academic Committee must analyse and evaluate continuously and annually the 

progress that the student presents each year and compare them with the initial Research Plan. 

Before the end of the first year, the doctoral student must submit an Initial Research Plan to the 

Academic Committee, including at least: 

- the methodology that will be used, 

- the objectives to be achieved and the means, and 

- the estimation and temporary planning planned to achieve it. 

                                                           
7When the student enrols in any of the Doctoral programs, a user and password are enabled to access the University Intranet, where 

he or she has the access to the Researchers’ Portal in the My Services tab. For more information, consult the following guide: 
http://www.stic.comillas.edu/images/Guías_y_manuales/Ayuda_Doctorando.pdf. 

 

http://www.stic.comillas.edu/images/Guías_y_manuales/Ayuda_Doctorando.pdf
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The Research Plan must be previously endorsed by the thesis tutor and supervisor (or supervisors). 

Once it has been accepted, the doctoral student may begin his research and, by recommendation, to 

write the doctoral thesis (in parallel with the completion of the research). 

What should a research plan include? 

 

The Research Plan is a document with a defined template (Model 3, RD 99/2011) that is provided to the 

student and in which it must incorporate a series of data, as well as a summary with a minimum 

information about the status of its investigation, this is: 

2) Identification data of the doctoral student and the supervisor or co-supervisors of the thesis. 

3) Title of the thesis proposal. 

4) Summary of the proposal. 

5) State of the art. 

6) Contribution that is intended to be made. 

7) Objectives that are intended to be achieved. 

8) Methodology to be applied. 

9) Means and temporary planning to achieve the proposed objectives and, if the case may be, mention 

of the specific Complementary Training to be performed. 

10) Bibliography. 

What purpose does the first research plan serve? 

 

Through the presentation of the Research Plan (at the end of the first year of the Doctoral studies), 

the Academic Committee will be able to obtain a panoramic view of the research proposed by the 

doctoral student, as well as the methodology, resources and temporary organization that he / she 

considers so that research is viable. 

With the purpose of being able to evaluate the Plan in accordance with the progress made by the 

doctoral student, the latter must submit annually to the Academic Committee the progress with 

respect to the previous year. It is mandatory to present the report annually in all Doctorate programs 

at Comillas Pontifical University. However, each of them will establish the evaluation system that the 

Academic Committee will use to monitor the student's progress (through oral defence, presentation 

of a more elaborate document than the Research Plan, both proposals, etc.). 
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In the annual Activity Report, carried out by the doctoral student and to be endorsed by the thesis 

supervisor, are collected the research advances made during the last year in the face of the doctoral 

thesis, as well as the forecast of the work and the activities proposed for the following year. 

Together with the Activity Report, the Academic Committee must evaluate the doctoral student's 

Research Plan and analyse the progress he or she has made over the years, with the aim of obtaining 

the Doctorate degree within the term indicated. 

What happens if the annual evaluation is negative? 

 

Annually, the Academic Committee of the program evaluates the Research Plan, the Activity Report 

and the supervisor and tutor reports. The positive evaluation (signed by the president of the 

Commission) is essential to continue in the program. If the result of the evaluation is negative, which 

will be duly motivated, the doctoral student must be evaluated again within six months, for which he 

must prepare a new research report. 

In case of receiving a second negative result consecutively, the doctoral student will cause a definitive 

drop in the program. 

How do I know that my research proposal is validated? 

 

You know a research proposal is valid if the Academic Commission in charge makes a favourable 

evaluation report in the terms that are detailed next. 

Before the end of the first year, the Doctoral candidate must submit an Initial Research Plan to the 

Academic Committee, including at least the methodology that will be used, the objectives to be 

achieved, the means and a temporary planning. 

Once this plan has been accepted, the doctoral student can begin his research and, by 

recommendation, to write the doctoral thesis (in parallel with the completion of the research). 

Is there any deadline to present the research plan? 

 

Before the end of the first year, the Doctoral candidate must present the Research Plan (together with 

the Activity Report and the annual reports that the supervisor and the tutor, if such figure exists, must 

issue to this effect) before the Commission Academic, who will use it as a basic term of comparison 

when it comes to identifying and evaluating later, on an annual basis, the progress of the Doctorate in 

its research. 

This Research Plan must be previously endorsed by the tutor and the supervisor (or supervisors) of 

the thesis; and it includes the research advances made during the last year in the preparation of the 
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doctoral thesis, as well as the forecast of work and the proposed activities with respect to the 

following year. 

It is mandatory to submit the plan annually in all Doctorate programs at Comillas Pontifical University. 

However, each of them will establish the evaluation system that will be used to monitor the student's 

progress (through oral defence, presentation of a more elaborate document than the Research Plan, 

both proposals, etc.). 

 

40. Commitment Document 

 

What is the Commitment Document? 

 

As established in RD 99/2011, the University, the doctoral student, the tutor and the supervisor must 

sign a document called «Commitment Document», which establishes the supervisory functions of the 

doctoral students, the rights and obligations of the parties, and all aspects related to intellectual or 

industrial property rights that may arise during the course of the Doctorate program. 

The objective of this commitment is to establish conditions of collaboration between the three parties, 

in order to facilitate the presentation of the doctoral thesis project, its subsequent preparation and, 

finally, its defence (in accordance with the procedures and deadlines established in accordance with 

the regulations). 

In accordance with this Commitment, the doctoral student undertakes to carry out the Doctoral 

studies and to carry out the research object of the thesis project within the framework established by 

the applicable regulations, under the supervision of the supervisor and in accordance with the 

obligations resulting from the present commitment. 

To know in detail the obligations of the doctoral student, set out in the Commitment Document, see 

the section «What responsibilities does a doctoral student have? ». Likewise, to know the rights of the 

Doctoral candidate in accordance with this same Commitment, see the section « What are the doctoral 

student rights? ». 

When do I have to sign the Commitment Document? 

 

This document must be signed and sent to the Academic Committee of the program at the beginning 

of the Doctoral studies. 
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